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Limited to just 500 pieces, the C60 Bronze Ombré Green 

COSC LE chronometer is made for individualists. Before it’s 
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F1 2022 cars emerge but 
there are still plenty of 
questions to answer 


Formula 1 launch season is now truly under way. Some teams are 
revealing more than others when it comes to the intricacies of their 
cars, while others (such as Aston Martin, above) have already hit the 
track, but we’re now getting an idea of what F1 2022 will look like. 

What we don’t yet know is whether the new regulations will achieve 
the aims we all want: more overtaking and closer racing. Sky pundit, 
ex-F1 racer and all-round motorsport enthusiast Karun Chandhok 
tackles that issue and many other big questions in our traditional 
annual article on page 24. As ever, Chandhok’s views and insights 
on the teams and drivers — from how George Russell will take on 
Lewis Hamilton at Mercedes to the revivals at Ferrari and McLaren — are 
interesting and we are inclined to agree with his answers. And he takes 
on the challenge of the Abu Dhabi fallout and what the FIA should do... 

Before we get any more F1 answers, the NASCAR Cup and Extreme E 
seasons kick off this weekend. We select the things to look out for in 
the Daytona 500 from p40, while Matt Kew assesses why McLaren 
is taking on the challenge of Extreme E on p46. 

Porsche’s electric programme finally delivered in Mexico last 
weekend, with ex-F1 racer Pascal Wehrlein leading a 1-2. Jake Boxall- 
Legge was on hand to see if the team is now ready to take on fellow 
German superteam Mercedes in the title fight (pso). 
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FIA STARTS SORTING F1 BUT 
NO WORD ON ABU DHABI... 


As Autosport closed for press, the FIA had yet to reveal 
its plans in response to the apparent incorrect application 
of the regulations during the 2021 Abu Dhabi Grand 
Prix, instead issuing a statement on Monday to 

say that the results of a meeting of the Formula 1 
Commission would wait for the “coming days”. 

Newly elected FIA president Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem attended the first meeting of the F1 
Commission to be held during his premiership 
in London and he led “detailed discussions”, per 
the statement. But publishing the findings of 
the investigation into events in the controversial 
title decider has been delayed while feedback 
from teams is incorporated into the analysis. Then 
any news of structural changes will be presented. 

Speaking to Sky F1, Ben Sulayem said: “We agreed 


New FIA president 
says “fair motorsport” 
is his duty 


\\ 
i 


on certain things, and the analysis is still going on, but 
it will come soon. It was a good discussion there. The 
integrity of the FIA will always be intact. I am elected 
to do that, but also to have a fair motorsport: that’s 
my duty. So, it was a very good meeting. We can 

only improve the future.” 

The issue of drawing a line under the events of Abu 
Dhabi, in which Max Verstappen beat Lewis Hamilton 
to the crown, is a critical moment for Ben Sulayem. 

It is his first major action since he took over the FIA 
presidency from Jean Todt at the end of last year. 

No further details about what the FIA found in its 
investigation, or plans to do, have been forthcoming, 
but it is anticipated that the governing body will make 
structural tweaks to the way race control is run in F1. 
It wants to ensure that the Fi race director is given 
more support, amid a widespread feeling that Michael 
Masi was overburdened and put under too much 
pressure during last season. 

Should the FIA settle on changing race director 
Masi’s role, or move him aside, it was unlikely to be 
announced at the London meeting as the Australian 
was understood to have been present. 


MOVE TO ENSURE NO REPEAT OF SPA FARCE... 
The FIA has also recognised the furore created by the 
two token laps that ran behind the safety car at a sodden 
Spa to ensure a result could be declared and half-points 
awarded in the Belgian GP washout last year. 

From now on, in the event of a truncated race, no 
points will be on offer unless two laps have been 
completed by the race leader without intervention 
from the safety car or virtual safety car. Should the 
race leader manage those two clean laps but not hit 


ALLPHOTOGRAPHY 
a) motorsport 
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= brilliant 2021 Silverstone lap 
will now remain in the records 


sag 


25% of the scheduled race distance, the top five drivers 
will be awarded points (six for first place). 

If the leader runs between 25 and 50% of the planned 
distance, nine drivers will score (with 13 points handed 
to the winner). And the top 10 will be awarded points, 
starting with 19 for first place, should the leader 
complete between 50 and 75% of the scheduled distance. 


...AND FIA CORRECTS POLE MISCUE 

Motorsport statisticians and future historians rejoice, 
for the FIA has dropped the ‘Sprint Qualifying’ moniker 
from its occasional shortened Saturday races so that 
the record books will now show pole position awarded 
to the fastest driver in Friday qualifying. 

A name change comes amid tweaks for the three 
Sprint contests, which gained “recognition by all that 
the format created positive benefits for the sport”, that 
will run during the 2022 season at the Emilia Romagna, 
Austrian and Brazilian GPs. Plans for three more in 
Bahrain, Canada and the Netherlands have been 
scrapped to alleviate cost-cap pressure and the 
workload amid a major regulation change. 

In addition, the top eight drivers will now score 
points rather than just the podium finishers, with 
the winner scoring eight points down to one point 
for eighth place. 


Norris and McLaren in 
four-year commitment 


Lando Norris has committed his 
long-term Formula 1 future to 
McLaren with a new contract that 
runs to the end of the 2025 season, 
only nine months after signing 
his previous multi-year deal. 
Norris, 22, made his F1 debut 
with McLaren in 2019, and enjoyed 
his most successful season to date 
in 2021 with four podium finishes 
and his first pole position at the 
Russian Grand Prix. He ended 
the year sixth in the drivers’ 
championship and led McLaren’s 
efforts across the course of the 
year, outscoring new team-mate 
Daniel Ricciardo by 45 points. 
“Tm extremely happy, it’s a big 
part of my career and life ticked 
off, and to stay in Formula 1 for 
another four years is pretty 
amazing from my side,” said 
Norris. “I’m super-happy to do it 
with McLaren as well, the people 
I’ve grown up with, the people 
I’ve come into Formula 1 with. 
“More than anything I would 
love to continue what we have and 
trying to reach that dream of ours, 
which is to get back to winning 
races and of course winning 
championships and so on.” 
Ricciardo has a contract 
running to the end of the 2023 
season, meaning McLaren’s driver 
line-up is set in stone until 2024. 
Team principal Andreas Seidl 
explained that signing Norris 
to a long-term deal was part of a 
push for stability to aid McLaren’s 
ambitious targets. “We strongly 
believe in the talent of Lando, 


believing that he can definitely be 
a key element of achieving these 
targets that we are having,” he 
said. “Consistency and continuity 
on the driver side is the key to 
success as well, especially if you 
have the right guys in your car 
already. So therefore, Zak [Brown] 
and myself engaged recently 
with Lando, had some good 
discussions, and we’re very 
happy that we put in place a new 
‘our-year contract with Lando.” 
Norris acknowledged it did 
eel “a little bit weird” to sign two 
contracts within nine months. 
“Tt wouldn’t have brought me 
anywhere near to 2025,” he said of 
‘is previous deal. “But this is more 
or the solidarity in the team and 
or the confidence in both of us.” 
Regarding interest from other 
teams, Norris added: “There were 
ittle chats here and there. But 
that’s all, and nothing went far. As 
soon as something came up, that’s 
when I would continue to go to 
Andreas and have a conversation 
about what our future holds.” 


If you think Norris’s deal is 
a long one, then what about this... 
Fans of circuits in the desert 
with jumbo-sized runoffs will be 
ecstatic to hear that the Bahrain 
Grand Prix has extended its deal 
to be on the Fi calendar up to and 
including the 2036 season. By this 
time, Norris will be 36 years old 
and Fernando Alonso will be 
eligible for a Saga holiday at the 
age of 55. It is believed to be the 
longest such deal ever signed. 
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Turkington stays 
as Chilton moves 


BTCC 


Four-time British Touring Car champion 
Colin Turkington will remain with the 
West Surrey Racing BMW squad in 2022, 
while multiple race winner Tom Chilton 
has joined Excelr8 Motorsport 
to campaign a Hyundai i30 N. 
Turkington and his 2021 team-mate 
Stephen Jelley are both confirmed today 
(Thursday) in the official BMW 330e M 
Sport squad alongside new WSR recruit 
Jake Hill. For 39-year-old Turkington, it’s 
a 16th season under the WSR umbrella. 
“It’s a case of if it’s not broke, don’t 
try to fix it,” said the Northern Irish racer. 
“T’m excited about the new [hybrid] era of 
the BTCC, and there’s no other team and 
manufacturer I’d like to be going into that 
with than WSR and BMW. I’m sure they’ll 
do a great job with the installation of the 
hybrid package. The key is reliability and 
that’s always been a strength of the team.” 
Turkington added that he hopes to be 
out testing the hybrid in “the third week 


PEUGEOT 


: 


Peugeot nears Le Mans call 
as testing of 9X8 continues 


WEC an affirmative call on Le Mans. 
The decision will be made after a 


A decision is due within two weeks third proper test for the 9X8, which 


on whether Peugeot will race its new continued development at Paul Ricard of March, but it’s like every other team 
World Endurance Championship last week (above) after a maiden run — we don’t have the hybrid kit yet”. He 
contender at the Le Mans 24 Hours on a race circuit at Aragon in January. will be engineered for a third successive 
in June as the 9X8 Le Mans Hypercar Olivier Jansonnie, technical director season by tin-top veteran John Waterman: 


continues to test without arear wing. — of the WEC programme at Peugeot 
The big decision will be made Sport, expressed satisfaction with 

before the publication of the entry testing so far. 

list for the double-points round of “Tf the question is if we have had 

the WEC on 11-12 June, Peugeot has any issues with the concept, the 

revealed. The date set for the release answer is no,” he said. “That doesn’t 

of the 62 cars invited to Le Mans mean there aren’t any issues; we’re 

is either 28 February or 1 March. just saying that we haven’t found any 
“The Le Mans entry list will be yet. The aero is part of it, probably the 

released at the end of February or the —_ most obvious part, but there are many 

beginning of March, so we willhave to _ other different concept choices we 

make our decision before,” explained have made on the car that are just 

Jean-Marc Finot, motorsport boss of as critical as the aero or even more 

the Stellantis group of which Peugeot _ critical. Conceptually, so far so good.” 

is a memeber. “It will be a tough Peugeot began endurance running 

decision because all of us would like over the three days at Ricard last 

to race as soon as possible. But week, though Jansonnie suggested 

because the car will be frozen [in it was “too early to call it a proper 

specification] as soon as it is endurance simulation”. The test 

homologated it would be insane to included night running and full 

take too much risk and pay the price stints on a tank of fuel. 

for four years [Peugeot is committed Five of the six Peugeot race drivers 

to the WEC until the end of 2025].” were present at last week’s test: Loic 
Should the French manufacturer Duval, Paul di Resta and Gustavo 

give the green light to return to Le Menezes who drove at Aragon, as well 


“He’s very much leading the project in 
terms of design around the hybrid bits. 
He'll be by my side again — he’s a big asset 
given the experience he has in the BTCC.” 

WSR has been out testing, with Hill 
getting his first taste of the non-hybrid 
BMW at Brands Hatch (below). 

Chilton, meanwhile, joins Tom Ingram 
and Dan Lloyd at Excelr8, his fourth team 
in four seasons. Last year he raced a Ciceley 
Motorsport BMW, but took time to get 
comfortable with rear-wheel drive. “I’m 
going back to what I know with a front- 
wheel-drive touring car,” said Chilton. “I’m 
particularly looking forward to working 
with Tom as! feel he is a quick driver 
who has a similar driving style to me.” 
MARCUS SIMMONS 
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Mans this year, it would also compete 
in the WEC round at Spa in early May. 
The series organisation has said 

that it would demand that the 9X8 
participate in Belgiun if it was going 
to be on the grid at Le Mans, while 
Peugeot has stressed that it always 
intended to go to Spa should it make 
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as Kevin Magnussen and Mikkel 
Jensen. Jean-Eric Vergne couldn’t 
be at Ricard due to his Formula E 
campaign for fellow Stellantis party 
DS, and has yet to drive the car. 

Peugeot has won Le Mans three 
times, the last occasion in 2009. 
GARY WATKINS 


Kusik Fit 


Le Mans back on 
Aston agenda 


Aston Martin could be about to revive its 
Valkyrie Le Mans Hypercar project — or 
perhaps already has. Lawrence Stroll, who 
led the consortium that took over the 
marque in 2020, has revealed that talks 
are already under way about a bid for 
outright Le Mans 24 Hours honours. 

The Canadian made the revelation to 
a group of automotive journalists at the 
launch of the AMR22 2022 F1 contender 
at Aston Martin;s road car HQ last week. 

“We should be racing in whichever 
category aligns with the message we are 
trying to deliver for Aston Martin,” he 
said. “We are in discussions to go back 
to Le Mans; we’re not there yet.” 
He pointed out that the forthcoming 
Aston Martin Performance Technologies 
division to be based at the new Silverstone 
facility already under construction for the 
Fi team would get more involved in the 
brand’s line of mid-engined machinery, the 
Valkyrie (pictured) included. That car was 
the basis of an LMH programme announced 
at Le Mans 2019 and subsequently canned 
the following February. 


ASTON MARTIN 


model. It was aiming to underwrite 
development of the LMH with the sale 
of customer cars. It is understood that a 
private backer has emerged to take on the 
financial burden of turning the Valkyrie 
super-sportscar into a racing machine. 
Aston Martin has offered no clarification 
on Stroll’s comments or a timeline. 
“Sportscar racing is part of Aston Martin’s 
DNA, and of course we have a desire to be 
competing at the highest level of endurance 
motorsport,” said a spokesperson. 


Aston was planning to take advantage of 
a change in rules that allowed a road-based 
car to go up against the prototypes for 
which LMH was conceived. The race 
programme, undertaken in co-operation 
with Multimatic was axed in the wake of the 
buyout led by Stroll and the announcement 
of the LMDh category in 2020. 

Aston, which announced a hiatus 
rather than an end to the LMH programme, 
explained that the arrival of LMP2-based 
LMDh class as an alternative and cut-price 
way into the WEC undermined its business 


Correa commits to 
enduro and F3 efforts 


six-round series as he 
continues the comeback 
from life-threatening injuries 
sustained in the Formula 2 
accident at Spa in 2019 in 
which Anthoine Hubert lost 
his life. His team-mates have 


Juan Manuel Correa will 
dovetail another FIA Formula 3 
Championship campaign 
driving for ART Grand Prix 
with a sportscar programme 


in the European Le Mans 
Series in 2022. 

The 22-year-old is returning 
to the Prema team with which 
he started his single-seater 
career in Formula 4 in 2016-17. 

The Ecuadorian-American 
will drive a solo Prema-run 
ORECA-Gibson 07 in the 


yet to be announced for a car 
that will not be entered in 

the Le Mans 24 Hours. 
Endurance racing is a 
discipline I have always had an 
interest in, and what better way 
to make my debut than with 

a team that I consider to be 

like family,” said Correa. 


Former Toyota LMP1 test 
driver Thomas Laurent will race 
full time in the ELMS this year 
after a season in 2021 in which 
he only contested one race. 

The French driver, an outright 
race winner in the World 


Endurance Championship with 
Rebellion in 2018-19, will drive 
for the Muhlner Motorsport 
P2 squad in an ORECA with 
Swiss Matthias Kaiser, his only 
team-mate confirmed so far. 
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LAP erases 
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Daniil Kvyat is moving into sportscar 
racing this season. The former Red Bull 
and Toro Rosso/AlphaTauri Formula 1 
racer has been signed up by G-Drive 
Racing for an attack on the World 
Endurance Championship’s LMP2 class. 

It has been a long chase by Romain 
Rusinoy, team principal of the Russian 
entrant. He revealed that he was close to 
getting his fellow countryman in one of 
his cars as far back as 2018, before Kvyat 
agreed a deal with Ferrari to become its 
reserve and development driver. 

Rusinov described Kvyat as “one of the 
biggest Russian sports personalities” and 


his signing by G-Drive “as incredibly 
significant” “I’ve been following Daniil’s 
career since he was in GP3 and have always 
kept in touch,” he said. “I consider him to 
be extremely talented. I wanted to give 
him the opportunity to win Le Mans, but 
Iam sure his F1 career is far from over.” 

Kvyat will drive the solo G-Drive 
ORECA-Gibson 07 entered in the WEC 
with the already announced Rene Binder 
and James Allen. It is expected that the 
drive will be his primary programme 
in 2022: his role as Alpine’s F1 reserve 
looks unlikely to continue. 

“There are few categories and 
championships that are more competitive 
than racing in prototypes and in the WEC,” 


said the 27-year-old. “I am looking forward 
to making my debut with G-Drive Racing, 
a team that is at the very top of endurance 
racing, and to race for victory in the WEC 
and, of course, at Le Mans.” 

G-Drive has also confirmed it has made 
a second entry for the Le Mans 24 Hours 
WEC round. Rusinov will drive this car 
with Sophia Florsch at the French enduro 
if the entry is accepted, as well as in the 
full European Le Mans Series. A third 
driver has yet to be confirmed. 

G-Drive is continuing its technical 
partnership with the Algarve Pro Racing 
squad. A second ELMS car will be run under 
the G-Drive Racing by Algarve Pro banner. 


Doohan, Caldwell join Alpine juniors for F2 
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Alpine has recruited FIA 
Formula 3 runner-up Jack 
Doohan and fellow F3 race 
winner Olli Caldwell (left) 
to its Fi Academy for their 
rookie Formula 2 seasons. 
Doohan was previously 
aligned with Red Bull, and 
moves into F2 with Virtuosi 
Racing — the team that ran 
F1-bound former Alpine 
protege Guanyu Zhou to 
third place in 2021. Caldwell, 


meanwhile, fills the vacant 
slot at Campos Racing, 
with which he contested 
his first two F2 events at 
the end of last season. 
Alpine also continues its 
support of F3 aces Victor 
Martins and Caio Collet. 
They lined up together at 
MP Motorsport in 2021 but, 
while Collet remains at the 
Dutch squad this season, 
Martins returns to the fold 
at ART Grand Prix, where he 
beat Collet to the Formula 


Renault Eurocup in 2020. 
There have been several 
other driver confirmations 
for F3 in recent days. 
Argentinian talent Franco 
Colapinto, who starred last 
year in Formula Regional 
and LMP3, has joined Van 
Amersfoort Racing. Kaylen 
Frederick, the 2020 British 
F3 champion, switches to 
Hitech GP. FRegional ace 
William Alatalo steps up 
with Jenzer Motorsport, 
alongside Ido Cohen. 


Cadillac has offered a sneak preview of the LMDh prototype with which it will contest the IMSA SportsCar 
and World Endurance Championships from 2023. “Cadillac’s brand characteristics will be instantly recognisable, 
many of which are seen on our V-Series vehicles today,” said Chris Mikalauskas, lead exterior creative designer 
at the General Motors brand on the publication of the teaser image. We should get to see the whole car, which 
is being developed in conjunction with Dallara, when it begins running in the summer. Image by Cadillac 


Voisin stays United for LMP3 


stay with and what a championship to 

get into,” said Voisin. “Until the end of 
the year, the plan was to stay in GTs 

and then the chance arose to do LMP3 
and, although it’s a big jump, it was an 
incredible opportunity, so we took it. 

Le Mans is starting to grow again and a lot 
more manufacturers are starting to enter, 
which is great. ELMS and LMP3 provide 
those stepping stones into Hypercar.” 

Voisin added that United is “such 
a lovely environment and they’re 
like a big family”. 

Fagg is also taking a step up the racing 
ladder for this year — it was announced 
earlier this month that he will be driving 
a TF Sport-run Aston Martin in the 
World Endurance Championship 
GTE Am class for the D’Station squad. 


Reigning European GT4 champion Bailey 
Voisin will swap to prototypes this season, 
driving for United Autosports in the LMP3 
class of the European Le Mans Series. 
Voisin won the GT4 title alongside 
Charlie Fagg in a United-run McLaren 
in his first senior racing campaign, after 
fighting for the Ginetta Junior title in 
2020. He will be partnered by Porsche 
Carrera Cup GB graduate Josh Caygill 
in the Ligier JSP320. 
Both have tested the LMP3 machine 
during the off-season, with Voisin 


describing his run at Algarve circuit as 
being a “fantastic car to drive at a fantastic 
track”. But he admits he had initially 
expected to continue racing GTs this year. 
“T’m over the moon — what a team to 


IN THE HEADLINES 


MAGNUSSEN’S INDY TEST 


Ex-Formula 1 racer and new Peugeot 
Hypercar signing Kevin Magnussen 
joined Chip Ganassi Racing's line-up 
for this week’s IndyCar test at Sebring. 
Magnussen has one IndyCar start to 
his name, when he subbed at Arrow 
McLaren SP at Road America last year. 
His ‘evaulation’ run came alongside 
CGR regulars Alex Palou, Scott Dixon, 
Marcus Ericsson and Jimmie Johnson. 


ROCKY TO SUB FOR SEB 


Le Mans 24 Hours winner Mike 
Rockenfeller has been brought into 
the new Vector Sport LMP2 squad to 
sub for Sebastien Bourdais at next 
month's Sebring 1000 Miles World 
Endurance season-opener. The 
German will drive the British team’s 
ORECA-Gibson 07 alongside Nico 
Muller and Ryan Cullen, while 
Bourdais focuses on his participation 
in the Sebring 12 Hours the following 
day with the Ganassi IMSA squad. 


YEIS COOL TO DEFEND TITLE 


Porsche driver Yifei Ye will defend his 
European Le Mans Series title with 
Cool Racing in 2022. The Chinese 
driver will share the Swiss squad’s 
ORECA LMP2 along with team boss 
Nicolas Lapierre and Niklas Krutten 
as the German manufacturer’s 
Asian-Pacific arm looks to prepare 
him for a potential 2023 LMDh drive. 


ATTEMPTO INTO DTM 

Leading Audi GT3 team Attempto 
Racing has expanded into the DTM 
this season, The squad will run an 

R8 LMS evo II for 19-year-old German 
Marius Zug, who switches from Italian 
GT, where he has been a race winner in 
the Roberto Ravaglia-run BMW team. 


AUER IN MERCEDES RETURN 


Lucas Auer has returned to the 
employ of Mercedes with a place 
onits GT3 roster. The Austrian, who 
was part of the marque’s DTM squad 
in 2015-18, has been signed after 

a return to the series with the HTP 
Winward Mercedes team last year. 
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Honda tops final MotoGP test 


MOTOGP 


MotoGP’s 2022 pre-season testing 
concluded last weekend after just five 
days of running spread across Sepang 
in Malaysia and the new Mandalika 
International Street Circuit in Indonesia. 
Gresini’s Enea Bastianini was fastest 
at the two-day Malaysia test aboard his 
2021-spec Ducati, while Honda’s Pol 


Espargaro topped the times at Mandalika. 


After a year of development freeze due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 2022 was 
a return to normal as manufacturers 
could design all-new engines. 

Honda has made the biggest change 
to its motorcycle following two difficult 
seasons, with the new RC213V met with 


significant gains with its engine over the 
winter, though 2020 champion Joan Mir 
missed the last day of the Mandalika test 
due to illness and had a depleted technical 
crew on Saturday thanks to COVID-19. 
KTM and Aprilia sounded positive after 
the tests, with the latter’s Aleix Espargaro 
firmly believing the Italian marque is 
“closer than ever” to its first MotoGP win. 
MotoGP’s maiden visit to the Mandalika 
track — which will host the first Indonesia 
GP since 1997 in March — wasn’t without 
issue, as the venue came under fire for a 
dirty track on the opening day, as well as 
problems with bits of asphalt being flicked 


up. However, riders enjoyed the new layout. 


LEWIS DUNCAN 


PIT + PADDOCK 


KING JOINS KINGS 
OF SUPERCUP 
IN BID TO REIGN 


PORSCHE SUPERCUP 


Former Porsche Carrera Cup 
GB champion Harry King has 
moved to top team Lechner 
Racing for his second season 
in the Porsche Supercup. 

Alongside his 2021 British 
campaign, King also contested 
the non-clashing rounds of the 
Formula 1-supporting Supercup 
with Parker Revs Motorsport, 
taking a best result of sixth 
in the Monza finale. 

“I take a lot of pride in being 
chosen for this opportunity,” 
said King. “The team have an 
impressive track record and 
is led by Robert and Walter 
Lechner [Jr]. They have both 
had very successful careers, so 
we all understand each other’s 
desire and hunger to succeed. 

“Tt’s a two-year deal with 
Lechner so it’s nice to have some 
continuity and I can fully embed 
myself with the team. They’re 
very confident and that then 
reflects in my driving — it makes 
me feel excited for the future.” 

Robert Lechner added that he 
had been keeping an eye on 2019 
Ginetta GT4 Supercup champion 
King’s progress even before he 
sealed the Carrera Cup title. 

“I’m really happy, proud and 
excited that we managed to sign 
Harry because I really believe 
in him,” he said. “He’s got the 
speed, talent, and the racecraft, 
and I’m sure he will fight for 
podiums, hopefully also for 
victories. We have high 
expectations, but it’s a plan for 
over two years and hopefully we 


TOP 10 TIMES 


POS RIDER(BIKE) TIME 


glowing praise from all of its riders as 
it has addressed the old bike’s lack of 
traction. Mare Marquez also returned to 


will be successful together and 
be able to crown him the king 
of the Porsche Supercup.” 


5 fi = 1 PolEspargaro (Honda) 1m31.060s 
action for the first time since October, a STEPHEN LICKORISH 
having recovered from vision problems, 2 Fabio Quartararo (Yamaha) 1m31.074s 
and is feeling strong on the new Honda. 3 LucaMarini (VR46 Ducati) 1m31.289s 

Reigning world champion Fabio 
5 4 AleixEspargaro (Aprilia 1m31.385s 
Quartararo was second at the Mandalika rarearoOpo) 
test but was unhappy with Yamaha’s lack 5 Franco Morbidelli (Yamaha) 1m31.416s 
of progress with its engine. VR46’s Luca 6 Francesco Bagnaia (Ducati) 1m31.436s 
Marini led the Ducati charge in third, | . 
amas 5 5 7 AlexRins (Suzuki) 1m31.477s 
with its factory riders yet to show their 
hands — though there were no major 8 Maverick Vinales (Aprilia) 1m31.478s 
complaints about the bike, other than 9 Mare Marquez (Honda) 1m31.481s 
its electronics needing slight refining. 
10 Johann Zarco (Pramac Ducati) 1m31.488s 


Suzuki also appears to have made 
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ED 


ed Bull opted to keep its cards tightly close to its chest 
at its launch last week by using a Formula1 show car to 
present its 2022 livery. The Red Bull RB18 is set to break 
cover at the opening test at Barcelona later th 
after the team de to give nothing away to its r 
the design of its new model. The car presented appeared 
to be an updated model of the FOM show car that was revealed last 
aturing a tweaked nose and wing 
The model empl 
world champion Max Verstappen will carry y ‘ 
since 2014 when permanent numbe > introduced. 
Verstappen and team-mate Sergio Perez were both present for 
the digital launch event alongside team principal Christian Horner, 
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ULL ‘LAUNCHES’ 


but we'll have to wait to see the RB18 


LUKE SMITH 


ith the new regulations. Horner 
id acknowledge that the machine that will line up on the grid for 
the opening race in Bahrain next month was“not going to look very 
believing the car evolution would be “very, very 
as we progress through the season”, 
The rate of development is set to be extremely high in the 
early part of the year as teams adjust to the overhauled technical 
regulations, which herald a major change ir aerodynamic 
fect. 
at to fully expect,” said 
Verstapper excites e how the car behaves on track 
the first time. The biggest adaptation this season will be the new 
regulations Ilneed some time to get used to the car — it’s not 


2 Horner, Verstappen 4 
i and Perez on hand at 


online launch event } 
\A\ x 


US tech giant Oracle 
ups its decal sizes 


jump in and it’s an upgrade from last year. The biggest 
‘or me is the view in the cockpit. With these huge tyres blocking 
rder to hit an apex in the tight corners. The driving 
d to that.’ 
snowned for being tricky to 
using team-mate 


ason so it’s set 
.“The new regulations are said to 


improve the competition on track, so hope that for us as drivers 


LAUNCHES Fi 2022 


as new title sponsor _ aie 


“| HOPE THAT FOR US AS DRIVERS WE 
CAN COMPETE MORE, RACE MORE AND 
FOLLOW EACH OTHER MORE CLOSELY” 


we can compete more, race more and follow each other more closely 
Amajor announcement from Red Bullat the launch came in the form 
ofanew title sponso ech giant Oracle has upgraded its 
deal with the team, which will officially be knownas Oracle Red Bull 
Racing. The deal is reportedly worth $50o0million over five years, 
onsorship agreements in F1 history 


evious 


makingit one of the biggest 
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LAUNCHES 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


The Woking team’s vibrant new papaya orange and blue livery adorns 
the car that will be seen on track in testing at Barcelona — 


although, unsurprisingly, there’s still more to be revealed 


McLaren has gone with a design that became conventional within the previous rules, opting for 
a generally tight package to reduce the side of the bodywork at the rear. Over the top of the 

sidepods, the airflow is sent down to the ‘Coke bottle’ region, which opens up the upper 
surface of the floor. Invariably, that choice does have an effect on the size of the car’s 
tail, which flares out to allow hot air to escape. That relationship 
between the cooling requirement and the aerodynamics at 
the rear will ultimately prove to be a trade-off. 


The MCL36’s nose yields another design 
first hinted at by F1’s revised show car, 
where the tip sits upon the second wing 
flap rather than extending all the way 
down to the first. This creates a more 
even pressure gradient on the upper 
surface of the first wing element, and 
should also yield a little more control in 
feeding the underside of the nose with a 
supply of relatively undisturbed airflow. 
Any turbulence coming from that first 
element's trailing edge will provide some 
degree of challenge to control, but it at 
least reduces any blockage produced by 
the nosecone. McLaren has also opted 
for a spoon-shaped central section to 
bring the middle closer to the ground. 
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LAUNCHES 


Given the rear wing geometry is so tightly restricted, as Fl sought to improve 
overtaking by controlling the wake of the cars, it’s not a surprise to see that 
McLaren has opted to show a design similar to F1’s concept model. The MCL36’s 
wing has a spoon-shaped centre to build more downforce in that area, although 
the development for those wings within the bounds of the rules - and for the 
higher and lower downforce circuits - will serve to provide further interest later in 
the year. The beam wing returns too, affixing the rear wing to the gearbox casing. 


Switching to a pullrod front suspension on the 
new car, McLaren has broken with the general 
convention to run pushrods at the front and 
pullrods at the rear. The use of a pushrod has a 
little bit more of an aero benefit in some regards, 
as its positioning is less likely to interrupt the 
airflow patterns produced by the front wing. 
However, the pullrod has a bit more of a benefit 
in terms of centre of gravity, in that the rockers 
can be placed closer to the ground. At the rear, 
McLaren has opted for a pushrod, sitting the 
rocker assembly higher up, given that space 
around the floor is at a premium thanks 
to the addition of Venturi tunnels. 


reap 
a 
Robot 


Ve, 


1 <_ 


Although McLaren’s launch car is 
indeed the real MCL36, there’s also 

a lot more that we’re yet to see. The 
team has kept some cards close to its 
chest, with technical director James 
Key explaining at the launch that “it’s 
the car we'll be taking to Barcelona. 
Yes, we’ve hidden a few bits and 
pieces for obvious reasons, there are 
some sensitive areas, but that will all 
be seen when we’re running the car.” 
So that'll be the floor, and maybe a 
few other parts where McLaren does 
not fancy showing its hand too soon. 
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Fl 2022 LAUNCHES 


ALPHATAURI AT03 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


AlphaTauri’s new ATo3 needs to build on the consistency shown last season 
if the team is going to move up from its sixth-place finish. In the meantime, 
the digital launch shows significant pointers to how the real thing will look 


KB 


ENGINE COVER 


The actual rollhoop inlet itself is not dissimilar to last year’s AT02 design, 
suggesting the Honda power unit that will now fall under Red Bull’s jurisdiction 
has retained similar cooling and intake requirements. At the back, the bodywork 
flares out for cooling, which means that AlphaTauri has not yet decided to go down 
the same road as Aston Martin and opt for a few rows of cooling gills. Instead, 
there’s a clear zone under the flared outlet where the ramped sidepods place the 
oncoming airflow to maximise the efficiency of the Venturi tunnels underneath. 
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SIDEPODS 


This is an area of the car 
already proving to have 
considerable variance 
between teams. AlphaTauri 
has opted for square inlets, 
which break into a noticeably 
ramped sidepod shape to 
bring the air passing over 
the top down to the 
‘Coke bottle’ region of 
the car to improve the 
overall suction at the 
rear. There’s also a 
considerable undercut 
below the sidepod inlets, 
which reduces the path 
of airflow moving around 
the top of the floor. 


AlphaTauri’s 
take on sidepod 
design is most notable | 
for its square inlets, 


plus aggressive \ 
undercut 


CAN ALPHATAURI MAKE 
A PUSH FOR FIFTH OVERALL? 


Since redefining its technical structure and taking on 
more parts - such as suspension components - from the 


‘sister’ Red Bull team, AlphaTauri’s star has steadily risen. 


The team’s 2021 ATO2 was a spectacularly consistent car, 
and the team was just 13 points shy of matching Alpine 
in the constructors’ standings. For 2022, the Faenza team 
needs more of the same - if the car’s good, Pierre Gasly 
will be a consistent force among the points scorers. Yuki 
Tsunoda’s season came on strong towards the end, but 
there were far too many mistakes and anonymous races 
that debatably cost AlphaTauri fifth overall. He’ll need 

to pick up his end-of-season form and build on it if 

he’s to convince everyone of his raw talent. 


LAUNCHES Fi 2022 


FRONT WING 


The substance of the wing elements on AlphaTauri’s launch renders 
of its ATO3 are generally similar in shape compared to the F1 show car 
model, with the nose tip extending down to the first wing flap - so 
perhaps there’s something still to be revealed in that area. The front 
wing endplates are a lot squarer compared to the other designs seen 
so far, suggesting that AlphaTauri wants to build the vortex produced 
by the exposed tip sooner, giving it time to strengthen before it’s 
released. Like McLaren and Aston Martin, the front wing flap adjuster 
bracket is also exposed and employed as a vortex generator. 
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ASTON MARTIN AMR22 


JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 


Aston Martin stood out with its Silverstone shakedown for the new AMR22, a car that’s been 
designed with flexibility at the forefront to maximise the scope of its development potential 


FRONT END 


One of the most visually striking aspects of the AMR22 while 

undergoing its Silverstone shakedown was the height of its front 

wing. Now that the front wing elements must attach directly to 

the nosecone, this has reduced the potential to raise the nose 

- but Aston has managed to shift the whole geometry upwards 

to allow a cleaner supply of airflow to the floor and keep the 

Venturi tunnels energised. This will marginally reduce the 

strength of the front wing’s central 

section, but the wing sweeps \ f 7 
downwards to drop a little closer to 
the ground and capture any benefits 
from the overall ground-effect. 


FRONT WING 


The new rules around the front wing have 
effectively eliminated the use of tip vortices to 
channel tyre wake away from the floor opening. 
Aston has, however, been able to locate part 

of its flap adjuster mechanism close to the 
nosecone, which will generate a small vortex 

to recoup some of that loss. The front wing’s 
upper elements sweep downwards towards the 
endplates, allowing the team to turn some of 
the oncoming airflow away from the front tyres. 
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Continuity is 
maintained with 
the Mercedes rear 
suspension package 


SIMILARITIES WITH 2021 CAR and gerbes 


Although 2022’s cars are effectively clean-sheet designs, Aston has kept some similarities 
with its AMR21 - particularly, when it comes to working with its Mercedes power unit. The 
inlet above the driver’s head is largely the same, keeping the mass flow rate of air entering 
the compressor and engine to draw the correct level of power. It also retains the bulges 

on the engine cover to give the powertrain enough clearance, especially now that the rear 
of the car has been tightened up. Aston has also continued to work with Mercedes’ rear 

suspension package, along with the gearbox to retain continuity. Oh, and it’s still green. 


BODYWORK 


With the new rules, the engine covers can now feature slots once again, having been 


largely absent since 2009. This has given Aston Martin the opportunity to close up the 

outlet at the rear and instead use the tops of the sidepods to release excess heat. This DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL 

comes with a reworked radiator position and, although the sidepods look bulbous Aston Martin chief technical officer Andrew Green stated 
from a top-down view, they also have a significant undercut to open up more of the that, although the team had pursued a certain path with 
floor space. This allows a larger pressure zone to help accelerate the underbody flows. the sidepod layout of the AMR22, the car has “flexibility” 
The sidepod inlets are noticeably square, allowing Aston to use the front part of the to ensure that the team has a chance to develop it 
sidepods to turn airflow outwards and down the flanks of the car. depending on the prevailing technical direction. “There 


are several routes as far as sidepod design,” said Green, 
“and we’ve explored one route. And | know that there 
are plenty of other routes available. One of the design 
requirements for the car was to give ourselves flexibility. 
| didn’t want us designing a car down a development 
cul-de-sac, | wanted us to be able to move and be able 
to research different areas relatively freely in 2022. 

So the ability for us to change radiator layout and 
sidepods is on the table for us in 2022.” 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


Key test Ricciardo faces in 2022 


A refreshed and revitalised Australian was evident at McLaren’s season launch. 


Just as well, with a budding F1 superstar team-mate who’s just signed a new deal 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


aniel Ricciardo will always have a special place 
in McLaren’s history. After all, he’s the driver 
D who ended the storied team’s nine-year wait for 
aFormula1 victory. But, when looking at 2021 
overall and Ricciardo’s first season in orange, the 
campaign will be remembered as an enduringly tough challenge. 
Ricciardo was eclipsed by Lando Norris during the first half of 
the year. Things improved considerably after the summer break, 
including his Italian Grand Prix triumph, but come the year’s end 
Ricciardo finished two places and 45 points behind his team-mate. 
This time last year, Ricciardo’s arrival at McLaren was viewed 
as akey test of Norris’s F1 potential. Ricciardo was thena seven- 
time race winner, with Norris considered a future superstar — 
if his reputation could survive a battle witha proven Face. 
But Norris shone in 2021. Andhe has now been rewarded with 
anew McLaren deal that will run until the end of 2025. This 
development is the latest ina series of moves from teams to 
tie young hotshots to long-term commitments. 
At McLaren’s 2022 season launch event at Woking last Friday, 
it was strikingjust how much Norris now embodies being an F1 star. 


The friendly and fun character is still on full display, but ‘fresh-faced’ 


is starting to feel like the wrong cliche. And that’s acompliment — 
Norrisis maturing into the life of an F1 racer (with a Monaco move 
toboot)andhe has seized the success to back it up. A first win 


“The long hours he put in 
to improve last year will 
stand as a lasting benefit” 


seems like amuch smaller step to take than it dida year ago. 

Ricciardo’s career has taken a different path froma similar 
beginning, as ajunior at a famous F1 squad. Timing has a lot to do 
with it — he’s got 10 years on Norris andis simply of the generation 
above, so long-term contracts are unlikely to be forthcoming. 
Ricciardo is at the‘win now’ stage — decisions on his future need 
to be made with that firmly in mind. He took the lucrative offer 
from Renault when deciding to leave Red Bull in 2018, but jumped 
ship to better prospects at McLarenas soon as he could. 

The launch fizzed with energy, McLaren buoyed by the 
excitement of multi-category new campaigns about to start. 
But, at the same time, there was a tangible note of‘expectation 
management? Team principal Andreas Seidl said McLaren needs 
to“accept reality” — that it requires more time to achieve its goals 


of fighting for regular wins and the championships once again. 
The reason for this positioningis that, although McLaren has 
invested heavily in facilities, its new windtunnel is still under 
construction and its updated simulator is still being developed. 
Therefore, even with the big chance of a performance lift that a 
major regulations overhaul offers, it comes slightly too soon for 
McLaren’s commitment to improving capabilities to bear fruit. 

A‘win now’ mentality therefore needs to be considered in 
this context. Even with the apparent expectation that McLaren’s 
wait for a first title will go beyond the 14 years it has now reached, 
Norris still committed his long-term future to the team. Ricciardo 
is entering the second season of his three-year deal, so his next 
steps will be critical. McLaren’s hope is clearly that by the time 
his current contract is complete or nearing completion, it will 
finally be aregular winning force once again. But will Ricciardo 
bein the same position? Now comes a big test for one of F1’s 
established stars: how his reputation will be perceived against 
the benchmark Norris established in 2021. 

The coming season is of course different. The handling of 
the ground-effect cars will force the drivers to adapt their 
understanding and style to anew concept — soit wouldbe 
logical to expect Ricciardo’s struggles with the MCL35M at 
corner entry to be different or indeed gone this time around. 
He has been through major rules overhauls twice before and 
Norris has not. But his team-mate has experience of racing 
acar with Venturi tunnels (albeit only for a year in Formula 2, 
where the effect is not as pronounced, in 2018) and the need 
to hustle sometimes unpredictable handling-snaps that 
comes with the ground-effect challenge. 

Ricciardo does at least have double the amount of testing 
time with the MCL36 compared to 2021. Plus, he is now very 
familiar with McLaren and the long hours he put in to improve 
last year will standas a lasting benefit — for instance his 
confidence in high-speed corners was something he realised 
suddenly stood out in his skillset because“I didn’t really 
know my strengths” before his struggles in 2021. 

And finally, there is the boost of returning home to 
Australia during the off-season. This meant amandatory 
two-week hotel quarantine, which Ricciardo used to train on 
astatic bike toimprove his fitness at a time of year when the 
drivers are normally switched off. He then got the“refresher” 
of finally seeing family and friends again after the enforced 
separation the pandemic imposed. 

Ricciardo was also looking different last Friday. He is fresher, 
even fitter, and seemingly poised to take on his key new test. 4¥ 


P24 BIG QUESTIONS OF F1 2022 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


Missing an opportunity 


Common prototype rules for sportscar racing promise a new golden era 


— so why confuse the casual fan with two different names? 


GARY WATKINS 


portscar utopia appeared to be within touching 
distance. The i’s were dotted and the t’s crossed 
S last summer in the arduous process that had 
become knownas convergence. There would, 
finally, be common prototype rules across the 
World Endurance Championship and the IMSA SportsCar 
Championship from 2023. 
It was adream come true for many of us, only now we learn 
that Le Mans Hypercars and LMDh machinery are going to 
come together in the two series under different banners. The 
top category inthe WEC has been called Hypercar since the 
arrival of LMH last year, and now it has been announced that 
in North America the class will be knownas GTP, a revival of 
the name used by the original IMSA series in its 1980s pomp. 
That makes no sense to me. The hard work had been done, 
the rules properly aligned and measures put in place to ensure 
that rear-drive LMDhs can compete on equal terms with the 
four-wheel-drive machinery in the LMH pack. Don’t forget it 
took from the LMDh announcement inJanuary 2020 until July 
2021 for the final details of convergence to be thrashed out. Until 
then, there was no guarantee that LMHs could race inIMSA. 
So why throw it all away by having different names in different 
arenas? The whole point of convergence is commonality. 
Sportscar racing has always been a bit confusing, difficult 


“The WEC and IMSA need 
to hit the ground running 
with a coherent product” 


to explain to the man or woman in the street. Surely we should 
be doing everything possible to end that confusion as we head 
into what looks sure to be a golden era? 

IMSA is recalling one of those with the revival of the GTP 
name, which if you didn’t know or hadn’t guessed stands for 
Grand Touring Prototype. Series boss John Doonan reckoned 
the announcement made the hairs stand up on his arms. He’s 
someone who witnessed the glory days asa fan, sitting, he 
recalled, “on the hill at Road America, Mid-Ohio and Brainerd 
watching what we felt was the absolute heyday of our sport”. 

There wasa lot of excitement about the return of the GTP 
name when it was announced at the Daytona 24 Hours IMSA 
season-opener last month. It undoubtedly resonated with 
North American fans of an older generation. 


Yet the task of the promoters on either side of the Atlantic 
right now shouldn’t be to create a warm and fuzzy feeling among 
its aficionados. Rather, they should be looking to attract new fans 
to sit on the banks at Road America, on their sofas watching TV 
or propped up in bed glued to their smartphones. 

Sportscar racing now has something to sell, arguably its best 
product ever: a single top class straddling the Pond with more 
manufacturers than ever and all the right ones, too. IMSA and 
the WEC shouldn’t be going to market peddling the same thing 
with different packaging. Nowis the time to make it plain and 
simple to lure the casual fan. 

Pierre Fillon, president of WEC promoter and Le Mans 24 
Hours organiser the Automobile Club de l’Ouest, hasn’t ruled 
out a push to align the names of the two classes somewhere 
down the line, though not for next year. Yet, tomy mind, the 
WEC and IMSA need to hit the ground running at the start 
of the new era witha coherent product. 

I’mnot going take sides in the Hypercar versus GTP debate. 
Bothnames have their merits. Hypercar sounds cooland snazzy, 
perhaps apt for our age. GTP does exactly what it says on the 
tin. The LMH and LMDhrules allow manufacturers to build 
prototype machinery with the look ofa GT car or something 
imbued with styling cues from the street vehicles they sell. 

I do, however, have my reservations about the Hypercar 
handle. I keep reading about Toyota and Glickenhaus Hypercars. 
That’s not totally correct to my mind: they are Le Mans Hypercars 
competing in the Hypercar class if you want to be accurate. So 
there will be an in-built confusion on the arrival of the LMDhs 
in WEC next year. 

It’s no good saying the average fan doesn’t need to know there 
are cars out there built to different rulebooks. That’s a bit like 
saying someone in the stands at a game of football shouldn’t have 
some kind of knowledge of the offside rule. That’s patronising. 

What I’m going to say next doesn’t mean I’m coming out in 
favour of GTP: there’s no reason why the WEC couldn’t adopt the 
American name. It can’t ignore it on‘not invented here’ grounds. 

The GTP class for prototype coupes was the invention of the 
ACO, even if IMSA made it famous from 1981. It was the brainchild 
of long-time Le Mans rules boss Alain Bertaut and introduced at 
the 24 Hours in 1976. Nor should we forget that the ACO brought 
back the name, as LM-GTP, in the second half of the 1990s during 
another, albeit short-lived, golden age. 

Ialso can’t see why Hypercar wouldn’t work for IMSA. Both 
do the job, Ireckon. What’s important is to have just one name. 

Sohere’s my solution. Come 1530 or so on the second Saturday 
ofJune, ahead of the start of Le Mans, the ACO and IMSA toss for 
it onthe grid. ’mhappy to supply the coin. 4" 
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QUESTIONS 


OF FI 2022 


New rules mean the start of a new era and 
plenty of unknowns. The Sky pundit gives his 
views on the upcoming Formula 1 campaign 
KARUN CHANDHOK 


, 
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Fl 2022 


INSIGHT BIG QUESTIONS OF 


Will the new technical rules work? 


This is undoubtedly the biggest question heading 
into the new season. After a 2021 campaign in which 
we hada convergence of performance, we were left hoping that the 
rule changes could be delayed a bit more, but that horse had bolted. 

The first thing is to define what success for the new rules would look 
like, and my view on that is simply: will we get more genuine overtaking 
as aresult of cars being able to follow more closely and therefore not be 
reliant on excessive tyre wear or DRS to allow the moves to happen? 

Any conversation over the past few months with people suchas Pat 
Symonds or Nikolas Tombazis, who work with Fi and the FIA, left you 
feeling optimistic for the changes. When you started speaking with the 
technical minds at the teams, the view seemed quite the opposite, with 
one technical director going as far as to say:“We’re going to spenda 
load of cash reinventing the category and basically end up doing a 
similar lap time and have similar racing as we donow.” 

Icertainly hope that the former are correct and the latter are wrong, 
because that would be a real shame for all the effort that’s gone into 
the research for improving overtaking in the sport. The theory behind 
how the‘wake’ following the car is produced makes sense in terms of a 
lot of the air coming off the car will now get thrown higher up, rather 


18 RRO Ry 


E AUSTRALIA 
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than down on to the front wing of the car directly behind, so hopefully 
inpractice we will see this having the desired effect. The increased 
weight, combined with the 18-inch wheels, make the suspension 
movement and ride quality different too. 


Could we see a change in the 
competitive order, asin 2009? 


Ifyou look back at the major rule changes in F1, there 
has always beena shake-up in the pecking order. In 
2014, Mercedes came to the fore thanks mainly to its 
brilliant power unit. In 2009, Brawn’s double diffuser 
catapulted it to the front, but in fact even Red Bull went 
from being a midfield team to a title contender that 
season. Go back to 1998, and the switch to skinny cars 
and grooved tyres gave the then-newly recruited Adrian 
Newey the chance to create the McLaren MP 4/13 that 
won the title after a few years of McLaren drought. 

Acommon sentiment from the technical directors 
about the 2022 regulations was that there seemed to 
bea lot of potential loopholes to exploit. The way the 
ground-effects will work means that any 
team that can find a way to‘seal the floor’to 
the ground better than their rivals will gaina 
huge advantage. It takes me back to the story 
of Frank Dernie and Patrick Head uncovering 
the key to sealing the skirts on the Williams 
FWo7 inthe middle of 1979 and then 
blitzing the pack at the next race. 

The difference in 2022 versus 1979 is 

that the rules are much more restrictive. 
Much tothe chagrin of the creative designers 
and aerodynamicists, the principles behind 
the rules are to have more standardised 
sections of the cars, which they 
understandably believe curbs their creativity. 
But froma cost standpoint as wellas a‘let’s 
try and equalise the field for the show’ 
viewpoint, Ican understand this. 

Therefore, I think it will come down to 
which teams have read the rules the best and 
find marginal gains. To quote the great Colin 
Chapman, “rules are for the interpretation 
of wise men and the obedience of fools”. 
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How will George Russell stack up 
against Lewis Hamilton? 


Heading into this season, this battle is getting me 
excited more than anything else. Yes, I want to see 
how the new cars affect the pecking order. Yes, [want 
to see if Red Bull and Max Verstappen can build on last 
year. Yes, I want to see if Ferrari can rejoin the battle 

of the big three. But, more than anything, I want to 

see how George Russell takes the battle to Lewis 
Hamilton in his first full-time opportunity ina top car. 
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This intra-team battle has all the makings of a Fernando Alonso- 
versus-Hamilton from 2007 — a young hotshoe lining up against the 
best driver of his generation. We all know how that played out and, 
while at the moment George is saying everything out of the Mercedes 
PRmachine’s handbook, I have no doubt that, when we get to the first 
braking zone in Bahrain on the opening lap, the gloves will be off. 

George proved last season that he is one of the best qualifiers in F1. 
The lapsat Silverstone, Spa and Sochilast year were among the best 
of the season. It’s hard to judge his race pace and tyre management 
because the Williams wasn’t the most competitive car, and therefore 
we tend to look at that one-off weekend in Bahrain with Mercedes 
(in 2020), where he was exemplary. 

But the stunning form Lewis showed in the final part of last season 
should bea warning shot for George. In the past two years, Lewis and 
Max have raised the bar in terms of consistent brilliance in a way that 
Michael Schumacher did 20 years ago. Other drivers can get close 
tothem‘on their day? but across the 23 races it’s a tall order. The 
controversial season finale will have done one of two things: 

(a) made Lewis feel disillusioned and fed up with the sport; or 
(b) lit amassive fire under him, which, as we saw in Brazil last 
year, makes him unstoppable. A fascinating battle awaits. 


Will Max Verstappen still get his 
elbows out now that he is champion? 


Verstappen is an incredibly fast and intelligent racing 
driver, with superb feel on the brakes and car control 
that you only see once ina generation. He has also 
raised the benchmark in terms of elbows-out, 
uncompromising racing in a way that Ayrton Senna and 
Schumacher did before him. Last year, he seemed very 
clear in his own head that what he’s doing is justifiable 
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“THE FIA NEEDS TO MAKE THE RULES 
OF ENGAGEMENT CLEAR TO DRIVERS, 
TEAMS, MEDIA AND THE FANS” 


andacceptable, and moments like in the Sao Paulo Grand Prix, where he 
should have been penalised in my view, just fed that thought process. 
My opinion is that the FIA needs to make the‘rules of engagement’ 
clear to all the drivers, teams, media and the fans in terms of what is 
acceptable or not. Max’s party trick last year was basically to ease off 
the brakes and throw it up the inside of someone and hope that they 
compromised enough so that both cars get through the corner. The 
FIA didn’t clamp down on that until it got silly inJeddah, where they 
penalised him, and really I think what needs to happen is a clear 
reset of‘ forget what penalties were or were not issued in the 
past, from 2022 this is what is allowed’ 
Unless the FIA is clear inits own mind about what is and isn’t 
acceptable, it’s not realistic to expect the drivers to have clarity in 
the heat of battle. So unless they have a briefing with the drivers 
prior tothe start of the season and make this clear, I don’t see any 
reason why Max will approach this season any differently. >> 
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Can Sergio Perez get 
closer to Verstappen? 


The second seat at Red Bull 

has become a poisoned chal: 

On the one hand, you’re go 

to be driving one of the best 
three cars on the grid and therefore have the 
chance to fight for victories and podiums. 
On the other, you have to go up against a driver 
whois not only one of the most talented in F1 
history, but also in a team where the car is 
perfectly suited for his driving style. 

Max’s style of driving is a lot like 
Schumacher’s was. They both have thi 
amazing ability to steer the rear of the car on 
the brakes ina very controlled manner and then 
release the steering lock at the apex to get a 
great exit. This means that he wants a car that 
hasa very pointy and responsive front end when first turning the 
wheel and then relies on his natural talent to just control the rear. 
Inevitably, like Michael in the 1994 or 1995 Benetton days, it means 
that other drivers will find the car to be a bit too edgy to drive. 

Red Bullhas clearly got all its eggs in the Verstappen basket 
at the moment but, as I’ve said before, they need to only look at 
what happened to Honda in MotoGP after Marc Marquez fell off 
and destroyed his shoulder. That was a bike basically designed 
around one rider’s style, and it’s taken Honda more thana 

n to recover competitiven: 

There were weekends such as in France, Azerbaijan, Mexico and the 
United States where Checo got closer to Max’s pace than his previous 
two team-mates, and his defensive role in Abu Dhabi was played 
superbly. The high-rake philosophy that Red Bull has used in recent 
years energises the front wing a lot on corner entry, but all indications 
are that the 2022 rules will call for ‘flatter cars} which could make them 
more benign to drive and close the gap in their driving styles. 
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Will Ferrari or McLaren 
challenge the big two? 


Ferrari’s progr year was very impressive. 
It hada dreadful 2020 after the fuel-flow saga, but 
the rate of improvement from the chassis and engine 
side pushed the team clearly ahead of McLaren. 
The Maranello squad ended 2020 with the weakest 
power unit, but made good steps throughout |. 
The upgrade to the hybrid sys a s 
for September’s Russian GP was apparently planned 
originally for 2022, so the fact that they could research 
and produce it five months early will give a huge sense 
of satisfaction and momentum for the engine team. 
The two menin the cockpit give Ferrari the best 
collective driver combination on the grid alongside 
Mercedes. Both Carlos Sainz Jr and Charles Leclerc 


delivered at a very high level and, while there was the odd error, they 
will be ready to fight for consistent race wins if the car is up to it. 

McLaren seemed to build on 2020, and really its surprising weak link 
in the first half of the year was Daniel Ricciardo. He did seem to get into 
amore comfortable zone after the summer break, and the team will be 
hoping that he hits the ground running in 2022 alongside Lando Norris. 
The young Brit was a star last season and widely regarded as the third 
best driver on the grid behind Verstappen and Hamilton. He should 
be even better with another year of experience under his belt. 

With stability on the power unit side, James Key and Andrea Stella 
leading the engineering squad and Andreas Seidl and Zak Brown 
steering the ship, the blocks are all there for McLaren. But this 
is a season when simulation and correlation between the theory 
behind the new car and execution will be fundamental to success. 
With McLaren’s new windtunnel still18 months from readiness and 
the new simulator still six months away, the jump to becoming a title 
contender may have to wait until the new tools are fully in place. 
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[Pay Which teams are under pressure? 


I would have to say that there’s always pressure 
on Mercedes to carry on winning, Red Bullto 
overthrow it as the top team and Ferrari, because 
it’s Ferrari! There’s nothing new there for these 
three, but outside that I would say the teams who 
need a good season are Aston Martin and Alpine. 

Aston Martin has been ona very impressive recruitment drive since 
Lawrence Stroll took over. He clearly means business and has invested 
alot of money into the team. They have laid down some very good 
foundation blocks for the future and were somewhat unlucky in 2021 
that the rear floor regulation changes hurt its car concept, like they 
did Mercedes. The clean slate in 2022 gives the team an opportunity 
to show that last season’s step backwards was a one-off. 

It willbe interesting to see how all the new staff changes affect 
the core of the team that put together the impressive 2020 campaign 
as Racing Point. Otmar Szafnauer has already departed, 
and the integration of new signings such as Dan Fallows 
and Luca Furbatto alongside the high-quality and 
established senior leadership including Andy Green, 
Tom McCullough and Andy Stevenson willbe vitally 
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“FERRARI SHOWED IN 
2021 THAT YOU CAN TURN 
A POOR SEASON AROUND” 


important for the future direction of the team. 

Alpine may have wonarace at the Hungaroring, but 
Alonso’s podium in Qatar was in my opinion the more 
impressive result of 2021. Renault came back to F1in 
2016 and, inits sixth season as a works team (albeit 
rebranded), seems to be stuck in the midfield. There’s 
a strong argument that if AlphaTauri hada stronger 
driver than Yuki Tsunoda in the second car alongside 
Pierre Gasly, it would have finished a good number of 
points ahead of Alpine in 2021, instead of 13 behind. 

The Renault-Nissan-Mitsubishi Alliance is one 
of the top three automotive manufacturing groups in 
the world. Therefore, it’s logical to think that its only 
involvement at the highest level of motorsport in the 
world would come with expectations of competing 
for victories and championships. 

Ferrari showed in 2021 that you can turn a poor 
season around, while McLaren’s turnaround from 
2018 to 2020 has also shown that, with the right >> 
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people and culture, big gains are still possible in F1. 

The team was along way behind Ferrari and McLaren last year, let 
alone the top two and, with Aston Martin investing heavily for the 
future, Alpine will have to make a massive leap forward if it wants 
to break this midfield cycle of finishing higher than fourth (in 2018). 

The Alliance need to once and for all decide if it’s in Fi to win or 
just to be a part of the show. New boss Laurent Rossi seems like a 
smart operator who has made some strong statements of late and has 
reshuffled the technical structure of the team. There’s no shortage of 
ability in the cockpit, with the highly rated Esteban Ocon alongside the 
brilliant Alonso, who has shown heisas fast and tenacious as ever. 


Can Alexander Albon star for 
Williams on his return to F1? 


Albon has managed what many drivers haven’t, 
which is to get multiple opportunities of a career 
at the highest level of the sport. He got called back 
——— to Toro Rosso after being demoted by the Red Bull 
programme, then has worked his way back into an 
Firace seat after being dropped by the big team. 

His tenacity and work ethic have paid off, but 
whether he can‘star’or not somewhat depends on what 
level of competitiveness the Williams is at this year. In 
2019-20, the team wasn’t really fighting many others 
and therefore it took until 2021, when we started to see 
George Russell put those outstanding laps together in 
qualifying, that everyone really sat up and took notice. 

Alexis a lovely and incredibly polite guy, but deep 

down he’s also a tough racer who has got good speed and racecraft that 
warrants a place on the grid. [hope that the team gives him the tools to 
deliver some good results because I think he has the potential to do so. 


oD Is 2022’s 23-race calendar 
good for F1? 


The calendar for this season looks very intense, with 
more races being held ina shorter space of time. As 


Isaid last year, Ithink that 20 races is a good number 
andanything beyond that starts to devalue each 
individual race, but the reality is that commercial 
factors will dictate that this number is more likely to go 
up from the 23 races we have this year than come down. 
The new event in Miami has great potential. I’ve been 
told by friends in the area that the city is very excited 
about it, and in fact the tickets and hospitality were 
sold out within a week. The US GP at Austin was my 
highlight of 2021 in terms of an event, as Fi seems to 
have well and truly taken off there. Wherever we went 


as 


The United States will 


get two GPs for the 
first time since 1984 


in the town, people stopped to tell us how excited they were about F1 
and how much they were enjoying it — and the 400,000 people who 
showed up over the weekend seemed to underline that. 

I’mpleased that we seem to be heading back to Australia, Singapore 
and Japan. While Melbourne is one of my favourite cities on the F1 tour, 
the races tend to be quite dull, so I’m pleased that we’re starting this 
new era of F1 in Bahrain, which generally produces more exciting 
racing andina more globally friendly time zone. 


How will the FIA get its house in order? 
The reaction following the Abu Dhabi GP is something 
Ihave never experienced even after 20 years of working 
in the motorsport business. All winter long, people 
at the supermarket or the pub have wanted to ask my 
opinion about the events around the final 10 minutes 
of the world championship. 

At the outset, I’ll reiterate what I saidin the 
immediate aftermath of the race, which is that I believe 
a fairer outcome would have been to either throw the 


red flag when Nicholas Latifi crashed and have a simple five-lap 
sprint to the flag, or ifthey chose to use the safety car, as was the case, 
then they should have left the lapped cars in between Lewis and Max. 
Max would have probably passed the lapped cars before Turn 7 and 
we would have had an amazing final half-lap with Lewis trying to 
hang on. To select just the five cars between Lewis and Max to unlap 
themselves made Lewisa sitting duck on the final lap and created 

the overwhelming feeling that the title was rigged to favour Max. 
Idon’t for one second believe there was any premeditated plan 
prior to the race to favour Max, but actually think that Michael Masi 
was so focused on trying to finish the race under green flag conditions 
and clear the lapped cars out of the way that he didn’t fully consider 
the implications of what he was doing. 

The silence from the FIA following Abu Dhabihas been quite 
disappointing. At the end of the day, it’s an explanation that the world 
is looking for about the small four-minute period between the message 
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Abu Dhabi fallout 


saying lapped cars would not be allowed past and then 
the selection of the five cars to go past. Why was that 

decision changed? Who was involved in that decision making, and 

what needs to be done better next time? As I write this, 61 days 

after the race, nothing has been said, which is extraordinary. 

The new president, Mohammed Ben Sulayem, is a good, 
straightforward guy and his deputy president for sport, Robert 
Reid, is much the same. They have been unlucky to walk intoa 
complete storm, since they took office less than a week after the 
finale. The FIA has a slightly odd system where there isn’t a handover 
periodas such — literally the day after the elections, Jean Todt and 
his team are gone and the new team is in charge. 

I’ve had the chance to speak with both Mohammed and Robert in 
recent weeks and they are very conscious of the fact that the FIA needs 
tore-establish its credibility with the teams, the media and crucially 
the fans. Lewis’s silence is basically a clear indicator that the sport’s 
biggest superstar doesn’t believe that the governing body isa fair 
organisation, and they need to work quickly to correct that in 2022. 


“THE SILENCE FROM THE FIA 
FOLLOWING ABU DHABI HAS 
BEEN QUITE DISAPPOINTING” 
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INSIGHT MARTIN TOMCZYK’S NEXT STEP 


WALKING OFF THE STAGE 


...but not the set. Martin Tomczyk was a DTM champion with 


SUTTON/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Audi and an endurance star with BMW. Now he’s hung up 
his helmet to work for the DTM organisation 


JAMES NEWBOLD 


hen 2011 DTM champion Martin Tomezyk 


his helmet after two de: 
driver, the many tributes from former team-mates 
and rivals struck similar chords. They remarked 
it had been a pleasure to work with the 40-year-old 
avarian, their respect ob S. 
czyk’s regular GT co-driver Nicky burg puts it 
u are Jens Marquardt [the former BMW Motorsport bo 
burg, he will be straight, whether he likes somethir 
es something.” Another BMW stalwart, Augusto Farfus, 
labels Tome: ne of the best team-mates I ever had” and 
welcomed hi 2d behind you,” 
the Brazilian, and that’s a point Tom Kri 
identifies from his time alongside Tomezyk w 
DTM between 2004 and 2009. “Martin always came 


as really a well-educated, well-behaved man that you c im 
trust from the first handshake,” states the Danish great. 
Put this to Tomcz 
as the cham) 
a 


“1 WAS REALLY QUICK IN 
QUALIFYING AND I MESSED IT 
UP EVERY TIME IN THE RACE” 


Sportsline in 2001, together with future double champion 
Mattias Ekstrom. But while the Swede already | > 7 
tin-top experience — he’d won his domestic touring 


championship in 1999 — Tomezyk had just two years of 
Formula BMW and a sing on in Formula 3 under his 
belt. It was a steep learning curve that Tomezyk found “really 
at the beginning” Still, he found that Abt afforded the driver 
amed ‘one-lap wonder’ “the time that I needed to grov 
was really quick in qualifying and I messed it up 
in the race,” he chuckles. “That changed completely in these [last] 
20 years. At the beginning I did everything out of the heart, floored 
it and tried to get it right. I did not use the brain that much! I had 
team-mates like Tom [Kri ], [Laurent] Aiello, i n] 
Abt at that time, [Karl] Wendlinger, [Heinz-Harald] Frentzen, >> 
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First championship race 
win at Barcelona in 2006 
opened the DTM floodgates 
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SCHAEFFLER crock at demotion to Desire for change led to 
. year-old car turned into BMW move, where he was 


2011 title-win vindication consummate team player 


= ——<—<—— 


BMW Driv ng Experience 


INSIGHT MARTIN TOMCZYK’S NEXT STEP 


Frank] Biela was there as we 
who had so much knowledge 


By 2004 Tomczyk was figh 
ristensen at Oschersleben t 


1. There were so many good drivers 
and I tried to get all the input I could. 


I picked out everything and tried to combine it in myself.” 


ting for wins, only losing out to 
hrough the pitstop phases. “In all areas 


he was strong,” remembers the nine-time Le Mans winner. “He was 
all-round a very good driver and this showed later when he won 

the championship. When he had the right surroundings, it could 
definitely work for him. He was a top performer in the DTM, and he 


5 < is 
» Farfus reckons Tomczyk 
was one of the best tea: . , 


mates he ever had... 


won [in 2011] 
bit faster to m 


when he was ready for it. Probably Mattias was a little 
ature, his experience in touring cars helped him when 


Martin came, so he [Tomezyk] was just a few small steps behind 


in that sense. 
But I had him 


But Tomczy! 


to open and o 
team-mates, a 


“a bit naive” to assume that his wil 


would always 


t took him a little bit longer to produce the results. 
as a level performer already from my first season.” 
had to wait until Barcelona 2006 for the floodgates 
ften found himself typecast as a wingman for his 

role he found difficult to shake. He admits to being 
ingness to follow team orders 

e reciprocated by his team-mates. “I never denied 
always did what they told me I had to do and 


any radio call, 
obviously I was hoping that they do the same,” he remembers. 
“Tf you always had the role as a wingman, it’s quite difficult then 
to step forward and say, ‘Now I’m the guy’ That happened then in 
2011 when they brought me into another team [Phoenix] because 
I was number one there and I could do what I wanted to do. 
But I couldn’t [at Abt], I was in a little cage.” 
Tomcezyk admits he was “super-shocked” when he was told of his 
impending demotion for 2011 to a year-old car by Audi motorsport 
boss Wolfgang Ullrich: “I couldn’t believe it. For me it was clear — 
my career is done.” At first, Tomcezyk and Phoenix concentrated 
on being the best year-old package. But with a askg weight break 


is year’. 
much 


and Romain 


Le Mans,” rec mezyk. = Tomczyk’ 


Tomczyk believes BMW M8& 
never got a chance to deliver 


on its potential at Le Mans 
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Tomczyk said goodbye to 


DTM at the end of 2016... 


relative to those in current-spec cars, and new 
Hankook tyres that had a wider operating range 
than the outgoing Dunlops, Tomczyk soon 
emerged as a title contender. After taking victory 
at the Red Bull Ring, the first for Phoenix since its 
time running Opels in 2000, he ended a five-year 
Lausitzring Audi win drought, the car responding 
to him so perfectly that he “drove with two fingers. 
The times when you can just drive away without 
struggling with anything, that was perhaps three 
or four times in my whole career.” 

He won again in the wet at Brands Hatch, but 
it was only after a dramatic recovery from 14th 
to second at Oschersleben that Tomezyk allowed 
himself to believe. Reflecting on the year, he says: 


..-his switch to endurance 
racing kicking off with 
BMW’s IMSA campaign 
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Having fun with team-mates at big 


“Tt made me complete as a race driver. It was a 
very important year, to be the underrated driver 
and the underrated team, and to flip this whole 
situation. Being the first-ever guy who won the 
DTM championship in last year’s car is also something special.” 
He joined BMW for its 2012 DTM return — “I just wanted to see 
something different,” he explains — and was an important cog as 
the marque won the title at its first attempt with Bruno Spengler. 
Farfus, a DTM newcomer that year, found the reigning champion a 
consummate team player. “He’s a big guy, a big name, but he always 
played it with a lot of class,” recalls the 2013 runner-up. “Martin 
never came in saying, ‘I’m the champion, my rules, I’m the man?” 
BMW switched from its M3 to the M4 model for 2014, and 
Tomczyk concedes that his fit with the new machine was “not that 
good”. He requested a shift into endurance racing, initially joining 
BMW’s IMSA assault in 2017 as a precursor to its short-lived 


events like Nurburgring 24 Hours made 
experience more special, says Tomczyk 


“Il THOUGHT, ‘WHY DO THEY NOT DO 
IT LIKE THAT?’ BECAUSE IT WOULD 
MAKE IT MUCH BETTER FOR FANS” 


World Endurance Championship programme (see left). Endurance 
racing brought a new lease of life. “I was always trying to get the 
team together to have fun next to the competition,” he smiles. “It 
was sometimes hard, but for me it was always a key for success to 
have team-mates who know you and talk straightforward to you. 
That made events like Le Mans or Nurburgring that much more 
special. We tried to perform, but we wanted to have fun doing it.” 
Those efforts brought admiration from his team-mates for his 
character, but they admired his on-track prowess too. Tomczyk’s 
reputation as a first-lap demon — “He started if not every race, 
I think 98%!” remarks Farfus — earned him a new nickname from 
Catsburg. “I call him ‘Startin?” jokes the Dutchman. “When I did 
WEC with him, I never did a start. Everyone knew that whatever 
we do, Martin is starting the race. He keeps delivering and we’re 
always like, Ah, he’s lucky: But when you do it for multiple years, 


REINHARD 


you must be doing something right.” 
Catsburg pinpoints Tomczyk’s strength as managing his car over 
a stint, citing him as “very good in traffic and in tyre management. 
Put him in the race, anywhere, and he would be pretty much the 
strongest guy in the team. Even last year, in GT World Challenge, 
it was like that. He was teaching the young guys how to do it.” 
Farfus identifies Tomezyk’s self-confidence and calmness as 
important traits. “He knew the race was where he was at his best 
and he knew that the start was his place,” he says. “In GT times, 
I think he has never lost a position in lap one. I am pretty 
sure Martin in an average of his opening laps has always 
made minimum two or three places.” 
His decision to stop caught Catsburg by surprise, but Tomczyk 
says it was the culmination of “a long process”. Given his father 
Hermann’s history in governance — he has held senior roles in 
German motorsport federation the DMSB and the FIA — perhaps 
it was to be expected that his future would be in management. 
“The last two years I was figuring out what could I do if I stop 
racing,” he reflects. “I was always focused on driving, but the last 
years while driving I was thinking, ‘Why do they not do it like 
that?’ because it would make a much better outcome for fans.” 
After rebuffing ITR boss Gerhard Berger’s first approach in 
2020, Tomezyk decided that the time was right last year since 
he’d reached a point of saturation with the politics involved 
in competition — although not without a pang of sadness; 
he’d finished just nine seconds shy of the race-winning 
Porsche in the Nurburgring 24 Hours. 
“T felt super-happy when I raced with my mates, when I was 
in the car I was still quick, and I really enjoyed it,” he declares. 
“But I mainly enjoyed it when I was behind the wheel. When 
I jumped out and all the political things were going on... I said, 
‘I don’t want to stand it anymore’ When you still can achieve 
whatever other drivers can achieve on the race track, everyone 
thinks, ‘Why do you stop?’ But there is a time where you are not 
that fast anymore, where you ruin your name, and this I didn’t 
want. I wanted to step back before that point came along.” 
In that, and in many other respects, he certainly succeeded. 4 
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KYLE KIRKWOOD 


AMERICA’S RISING STAR 
ABOUT TO PROVE A POINT AT FOYT 


Kyle Kirkwood could not be more qualified for a ride at a top IndyCar squad. 


His new home can’t be described as that, but it takes the pressure off the rookie 


DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 


he most convincing, most complete driver we’ve 
seen in United States open-wheel junior series 
over the past dozen years will this month begin his 
IndyCar career with AJ Foyt Racing, the full-time 
team that has struggled most in recent seasons. 

It didn’t have to be that way. Except for Kyle Kirkwood, it did; 
there just weren’t many options, at least not in IndyCar. Which 
seems incredible considering he amassed 31 wins in 50 races across 
the three Road to Indy formulas (USF2000, Indy Pro 2000 and Indy 
Lights), won the championship in all three (the first driver to do so), 
and has a bag of $1.25million as a scholarship prize from the RTI. 

Had Kirkwood’s previous team owner, Michael Andretti, 
managed to buy into the Alfa Romeo Sauber squad and found 
a way to lever Colton Herta into Formula 1, then Kirkwood would 
have been slotted into the #26 Andretti Autosport Dallara~Honda 
IndyCar that Herta had vacated. But that deal famously fell apart 
at the eleventh hour. Consequently, Andretti’s only rookie in the 
2022 IndyCar season will be the extremely well-funded Devlin 
DeFrancesco, a driver who scored only two podium finishes last 
year in Indy Lights. He’s not a bad pedaller, but he’s no Kirkwood. 

Andretti shouldn’t take all the flak for failing to graduate his 
latest champ to the top of US open-wheel competition. There 
were several other teams that had vacancies or could have 
created them — hell, it would hardly have been thinking 
outside the box to sign a driver with Kirkwood’s CV! But 
their owners chose to go the less inspired route. 

To his great credit, 23-year-old Kirkwood has expressed 
neither bitterness nor bewilderment over the apparently 
widespread apathy for his achievements. Instead he’s come 
across as simply enthusiastic about the season ahead. The Foyt 
squad, he says, has welcomed him as family, shared all data they 
can to best prepare him and, as he observes, the sparseness of good 
results from the team since 2017 “does take pressure off of me”. 

The biggest difficulty for Kirkwood will likely be gauging his 
personal progress, given that one of his team-mates (for road 
and street courses) will be fellow rookie Tatiana Calderon, 
whose talent in large open-wheel cars is at best unproven, 
and his full-time partner will be Dalton Kellett, whose talent 
in large open-wheel cars is proven but is merely moderate. 

“I can’t really say, ‘I need to finish this high in the races, I need 
to finish this high in the championship?” says Kirkwood. “Everyone 
knows IndyCar is a tough series and understands that AJ Foyt 
Racing is trying to rebuild, so as a rookie I’ve just got to throw 
myself into the work and do everything I can to move us forward. 

“The main goal, personally, is to learn as much as possible as 
quick as possible, approach the season with a positive mindset 


and help create set-ups that suit me, suit Tatiana and Dalton 

as well, and be an asset to the team. As long as we can check 

all the boxes, finish races cleanly and race smart, I think 
everything will pan out and we’ll do fine. I don’t have a threshold 
that I need to reach in order to be happy: it’s about taking 

it weekend by weekend and when I leave the track each day, 
know that I have helped the team and given everything I 

can in the engineering trailer and on the track.” 

Whatever the giant question marks that others see hanging 
over the Foyt team — just two podiums and five other top-five 
finishes over the course of the past five seasons — there’s real 
substance to Kirkwood’s belief that the Foyt team will improve. 
Last autumn, he tested an Andretti Autosport machine — in 
Herta’s hands, a pole-setting and race-winning car on street 
and road courses — yet after completing one day of testing 
with his new colleagues at Sebring in January, Kirkwood 
believes the Foyt car compares favourably. 

“By the end of the test, I didn’t think our car was much 
different than the car I drove in the fall,” he says. “There 


“EVERYONE KNOWS INDYCAR IS A 
TOUGH SERIES AND THAT AJ FOYT 
RACING IS TRYING TO REBUILD” 


kwood had a taste of 
Andretti’s pole-setting and 


race-winning #26 car last year 
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KYLE KIRKWOOD 


FOYT ON KIRKWOOD 


AJ Foyt Racing president Larry Foyt (above) is confident that 
Kyle Kirkwood can shine despite being a rookie, and that the 
team can raise its game to match his efforts - partly thanks 
to having Sebastien Bourdais in the #14 car last year. 

“Working with a proven champion like Sebastien 
was a benefit,” he says. “He’s still quick and also had the 
experience to highlight areas where we needed to make 
gains. But it really boosted our morale to be able to get 
such an accomplished rookie as Kyle. He’s been on my 
radar for years because he’s such a special talent.” 

And the one day of testing they’d had together at the 
time of this interview endorsed that view: “His approach, 
his calmness, what he understood already, meant that the 
progress we made from where we started to where we got to 
was great. Listening to Kyle’s feedback, watching him drive 
the car, | could tell it wasn’t a case of the car driving him, 
which you sometimes get with rookies. He was on top of it, 
really knew what he was looking “IT REALLY 
for, and was very articulate in his 
feedback. It just seemed to come BOOSTED OUR 
quite easy to him, and so we’re MORALE TO 
excited to have a rookie who’s 
already mature beyond his years.” BE ABLE TO 

And Foyt doesn’t take it as an GET KYLE” 
insult that Kirkwood says there’s 
not as much pressure on him at his new gig as there would 
be at teams with better recent results. “That’s actually kinda 
how we sold it to him!” he chuckles. “Kyle did have other 
things he could have done. But I told him, ‘This is a chance 
for you to have a low-pressure situation, if it doesn’t go well 
it’s going to be blamed on the team, and if it goes well we 
all win. So let’s do this together, try and surprise people 
and get you some good experience. 

“Let's be honest, Kyle knows that even if we struggle, 
he'll still have other options at the end of the year. But we 
genuinely believe together we can go and prove some of 
our naysayers wrong, so everyone will benefit.” 


Indy Lights champion 
is “already mature 
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“THE SPORTSCAR EXPERIENCE 
WILL BE A HUGE HELP FOR ME 
AS AN INDYCAR ROOKIE” 


have been good things happening within the team, new damper 
developments that I think can expedite the process of getting 
myself and the car in the window for the season ahead. There 
are a couple of differences compared with the Andretti car that 
think we can tune — but only if we want to use that as a baseline. 
We're on our own programme and I don’t think we really need 
to base ourselves off anyone else. 
“One big positive I noticed is a difference in the car’s behaviour. 
don’t know if it’s because I’m now better physically prepared 
for IndyCar, but when I tested for Andretti at Sebring last year, 
was completely beat, but with Foyt it wasn’t even a consideration. 
Maybe it’s psychological, maybe it’s physical, or maybe we’ve 
found something on this car to help reduce driver fatigue. 
“If we were to compare apples to apples from my Sebring test 
with Andretti to my Sebring test with AJ Foyt Racing, I think you’d 
find we were pretty much at the same lap time. The Chevy’s power 
delivery is a little different [causing him to spin the first time he put 
the hammer down on full-rich fuel mixture] and I’m guessing the 
track conditions weren’t identical, so it’s hard to be completely 
accurate comparing the two tests, but I don’t see any reason why 
we should be worried or even discouraged. I think our car is good.” 
Of course, a large part of learning an IndyCar’s limits in a corner, 
a lap, a stint and a race is comprehending the intricacies of the 
tyres. Kirkwood has grown used to the durable hard compounds 
that Cooper supplies to the three RTI series, and is well aware that 


KIRKWOOD’S RISE 
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Firestones behave rather differently. Given that IndyCar does not 
permit the use of the softer alternate compound rubber in testing, 
come race weekend he'll have to swiftly acquire the feel necessary to 
extract the best from these red-sidewalled tyres that are employed 
for qualifying and at least one stint of a race. Meanwhile, he’s 
already discovering the vagaries of the harder primary compound. 

“Understanding the tyre is super-important in IndyCar,” he says. 
“The Cooper’s spring rate seems super-high and the way the tyre 
behaves is that as it builds pressure, it builds grip. The Firestone 
builds grip quick but it doesn’t build pressure that quick, so it’s 
hard to understand where your rideheights are at or where they 
should be. In my first two tests, I smoked two sets of tyres from 
just not knowing that the pressures and rideheight weren’t where 
we needed them to be for a hot lap. So I’ve gotten into the rhythm 
of making sure someone on the timing stand lets me know where 
my pressures are, relative to where we want them to be.” 

It’s all part of the development curve for IndyCar newbies, 
but Kirkwood is already conquering some other aspects of that 
process thanks to his IMSA SportsCar outings. Last month he 
made his seventh start as an endurance ‘extra’ in a Vasser Sullivan 
Racing Lexus, going on to score fourth in the GTD Pro class in the 
Daytona 24 Hours with Jack Hawksworth and Ben Barnicoat. 

“T’d always wanted to ra sportscar,” says Kirkwood, who 
took class pole for the Watkins Glen Six Hours last year, “so I was 
genuinely ecstatic to get the ride with Lexus and Vasser Sullivan in 
2020. And I think it’s brought a lot of advantages to me as a driver. 

“What you don’t experience in junior formulas is pitstops, 
tyre-saving and fuel-saving. In my test with Foyt, it was the first 
time I’d tried fuel-saving in an open-wheel car and after five laps, 
the team said I’d completely nailed it! They gave me a number, and 
Thit it. It’s all about lift and coast but still carrying a lot of speed 
into the corner. Finding your brake point after you coast is tough for 
someone who’s completely new to it, but I’ve done that for hours 


Indy Pro 2000 champion with RP Motorsport 
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Indy Lights champion with Andretti Autosport 
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Daytona 24 Hours 


and hours in the Lexus in IMSA, so it’s become normal. So yeah, the 
sportscar experience will be a huge help for me as an IndyCar rookie.” 
The Foyt-Kirkwood contract is only for one year, but the driver 
market isn’t going to feature the seismic upheavals we saw in 2021, 
so Kirkwood may end up staying a second season with the Waller, 
Texas-based squad. The prospect doesn’t daunt him. 
“Who knows how it’s going to go? The season hasn’t started 
yet and I don’t know what other options I might have,” says 
Kirkwood. “But if our trajectory at AJ Foyt Racing is good, if 
we’re building up as a team and I can truly see that our efforts 
are paying off, then I’ll be happy.” 
Many onlookers will feel happy, too. Happy and vindicated, 
knowing that Kirkwood has brought enlightenment to those 
who spurned the chance to sign him. -¥ 
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DAYTONA _ 
PREVIEW 


HOW TO LEARN A HARSH NEW LESSON 


The NASCAR Cup kicks off with the Daytona 500 this weekend. Much 
(unexpected) work has been required for the arrival of the Next Gen cars 


CHARLES BRADLEY 
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common misconception: NASCAR machines are 
powered by the least high-tech engine of any 
motorsport series on the planet — basically 
the same motors that they used in the 1960s. 
In terms of architecture, the 358 cubic-inch, 
go-degree pushrod V8s have been motivating America’s 
premier stock car series for decades — that much is true — 
but each engine on the Cup Series grid is actually stacked 
with Formula 1-level technology in radically designed 
cylinder heads with insanely tight tolerances that cost 
tens of thousands of dollars per piece to produce. 

Each year, NASCAR’s manufacturers spend millions of 
dollars in an arms race to find tiny power gains or torque- 
curve increments to beat their rivals. As Toyota Racing 
president David Wilson quips, “we needed saving from 
ourselves”, and one of NASCAR’s stated aims with the Next 
Gen car is to reduce costs across the board to make it not 
only a sustainable series, but one that can attract new OEMs. 

On the face of it, for 2022 the Next Gen project in year one was 
all about the car, not the engine. “Although the architecture hasn’t 
fundamentally changed, the packaging of the engine of the new car 
has,” says Wilson. “So effectively we’ve had to tear off our entire 
front dress of the engine and re-engineer that.” 

So far, so good — a repackaging task that could be engineered 
in good time. But then, very late in the day, something unexpected 
happened and from a direction that nobody had anticipated... 

NASCAR's bread-and-butter tracks are 1.5-mile ovals, and 
the path everyone agreed to travel down was for Next Gen 
to be powered by ssobhp motors, based on experience 
with this package on the previous Gen 6 cars. But after multi- 
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manufacturer testing with the new car on these tracks towards 
the end of last year, and feedback from the drivers, the sport 
arrived at a pretty shocking realisation... This. Package. Sucked. 

Wilson takes up the story: “While working with NASCAR 
to determine the right performance level of the engines to deliver 
the best racing, we realised the path of ssobhp engines for the 
intermediate tracks wasn’t right. Very, very late we all came to 
the same conclusion: we needed to be racing closer to 700bhp, 
but the problem is our supply chain was going down the path 
to the ssobhp engine. So that threw us for a loop. We’re all — 
the three manufacturers and the industry as a whole — 
uncomfortable together, in various capacities, but 
[making the change] is the correct formula.” 

When NASCAR made the announcement, it was almost 
Christmas, with the season just two months away from 
starting. What were the specific challenges of this switch 
from 5so0bhp to 67o0bhp motors? And what were the 
pitfalls of a change of direction? 


Left: Toyota Racing 
boss David Wilson 
Right: Ford engine 
guru Doug Yates 


LEVITT 


Doug Yates is Ford’s NASCAR engine guru and gives us his 
answers: “Obviously the camshaft is tailored for more power 
going from the 500 to 670, so we had to finalise on that camshaft 
and order the parts and do the durability work,” says Yates. 

“That last Charlotte test, when we finally decided that we 
were gonna go 670 across the board, that was the very first 
durability cycle that we really understood. 

“We took the data from the Charlotte test, built up an engine 
with those parts and ran a durability test. We actually had a failure 
and had to go back and make some adjustments to the camshaft 
to calm it down a little bit. We broke something on the exhaust 
side, so we had to go back and rework the camshaft and then 
order the parts to build all those engines, which, the main 
change for us was the valves. 

“The valve sizes have changed and we had to call our suppliers 
and say, ‘Hey, can you change these parts for us and get them 
here in time to build these engines?’ It was really a change in 
the design of the parts and to get that supply chain ratcheted 
back up to build these engines. Some of those are very tight; 
we’re tight on some lead-time items.” 

Toyota suffered a similar experience, as Wilson explains: 

“The exhaust configuration, the fact that we don’t have the same 


connection, changed the torque curve significantly on that package. 


Right now, NASCAR has let the engine builders have free rein in 
terms of engine development, so we’ve been in an arms race to 
make sure our performance is optimised. The general assumption 
is that towards the end of this year we’ll be looking to lock down 
the engine development, to bas 
“In the meantime, we’re throwing haymakers at it. Working 
long hours, dealing with an injured supply chain — which is a 
global issue — but we’re all faced with the same challenges.” 
Yates believes it’s the right decision and that some short- 
term supply chain pain will all be worth it if the racing is better: 
“T think the drivers really like it, so I think it’s the right thing 
to do for the sport, and the engine guys just have to make 
sure we can deliver, and I think we’re on track.” 
Also, every crisis is an opportunity, right? “What really excites 
us is that any time there’s drastic change, the teams and OEMs 
that embrace innovation are generally the ones that truly get out 


ally save ourselves from ourselves. 


Joey Logano won exhibition race r 
on Next Gen car’s debut earlier 


this month in Los Angeles +] 
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there, with a headstart,” says Wilson. “It’s an interesting challenge, 
because on a relative basis the margins we work to [with Next Gen] 
have contracted significantly — aerodynamically, mechanically — 
the parts are bought off the shelf. So we’re figuring out, just like 
everyone else, where the opportunities are.” 

Toyota is in a unique position as the least-represented 
manufacturer in Cup, with just six cars in its fleet. In an 
unexpected development race, having fewer engines to build 
(NASCAR mandates one engine and one back-up per car per race) 
to satisfy a lesser demand, surely that speeds up the process... 

“Absolutely,” smiles Wilson. “In terms of supply chain, and 
getting product developed and to market quicker, it’s always 
easier with a smaller group. What I love about NASCAR is while 
we attempt to tear each other’s throats out every Sunday, we work 
really well together — the three OEMs are all in this for the same 
reasons. As silly as it sounds, we need them to be successful 
to a degree. I’m proud of how we all worked together, along 
with NASCAR, to get where we are.” 

That’s something else that hasn’t changed since the 1960s 
— do everything possible at your disposal to ensure you 
win, and that includes reacting faster to unexpected 
changes that get thrown at you. .# 
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Ifyou think Formula 1 has 
undergone a rules revolution 
for 2022, it’s been said about 
NASCAR's Next Gen project that 
“the only thing the same about 
these cars is the driver’s seat”. In the 
name of cost saving and increased 
competition levels, it’s a huge leap 
forward on what has gone before. 
While the tubular-frame steel 
chassis remain, they are no longer 
fabricated by each team but a single 
supplier - Technique Chassis - and 
built to be stronger than any previous 
stock car. Standardised front and rear 
body clips are attached to the central 
cell, with composite body panels that 
will allow for more rubbin’ than ever. 
Engines are of the ‘old school’, 358 
cubic-inch V8 variety, but have hada 
frontal revamp and are tailored to 


2022 BUSCH LIGHT cLagn 


produce 670bhp at the majority of 
tracks, with the 550bhp package 
reserved for superspeedways. 
Ahybrid system is likely to be 
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added, but not until 2024. 
Exhausts run direct from the 
engine banks and exit via the car’s 

skirts much further forward than 


d of the new season. 
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before - these cars are loud! 
Atransaxle with ramp and plate 
differential is implemented for 
the first time, with five forward 
gears instead of four. 
Just like F1, NASCAR has shifted 
to 18-inch wheels - and single 
lug nuts are new, rather than five 
previously. The Goodyear tyres are 
also wider, to match grip to much 
bigger brakes, while independent 
suspension features for the first time, 
as does rack-and-pinion steering. 
The shape of the cars has 
altered, with a lower roofline 
and a shorter rear deck lid. 
Underbody aerodynamics - 
including a splitter and diffuser 
- play a bigger role in producing 
more downforce than ever before. 


wandecle 


Keselowski’s competitive 
drive will be a spur to 
push RFK Racing forward 


WILL BRAD KESELOWSKI MAKE 
A GOOD TEAM OWNER/DRIVER? 


Roush Fenway Keselowski Racing has 
already experienced a benefit from the 
addition of Brad Keselowski as owner and 
driver: new sponsors and talented race-shop 
personnel have been attracted. That already 
makes the move a ‘win’ for the organisation. 
From those changes alone, the competition 
on the track from RFK’s Ford Mustangs is sure 
to improve in 2022. But the biggest question 
is how patient will Keselowski be in waiting 
to see the results come to fruition? Neither 
Keselowski nor team-mate Chris Buescher 
advanced through the heat races and into the 
main event of the recent Clash pre-season 
race at Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, which 
was surely a worrying disappointment. 
The Cup Series officially kicks off with 


this weekend’s Daytona 500. Roush has 
typically been strong in superspeedway 
races, so the season opener could prove 
an excellent chance for Keselowski to 
make noise straight out of the box. 
Keselowski has already won 35 races and 
achampionship in the Cup Series - he isn’t 
going to be satisfied at this point in his career 
running as a second-tier team. With his main 
input on the competition side as well as being 
a driver, don’t expect him to waste any time 
making changes to see better results. 
Keselowski’s competitive drive is exactly 
what RFK Racing needs to get on the same 
level of Ford’s top tier of Team Penske and 
Stewart-Haas Racing. 
JIM UTTER 


KINRADE/NKP 


DAYTONA 500 PREVIEW 


WHAT COULD STOP 


KYLE LARSON BECOMING A 
BACK-TO-BACK CHAMPION? 


Kyle Larson was unstoppable in 2021, winning 
double-digit races and taking the title in Phoenix. 
Despite the introduction of a new race car throwing 
everyone for a loop, there’s another glaring factor 
that could preclude Larson from winning 
back-to-back championships. 

No driver has done it since Jimmie Johnson, 
when he ended his historic streak of five consecutive 
titles in 2010. Since then, the points format has had 
a complete overhaul that makes repeating as 
champion more difficult than ever before. 

Eight years with the knock-out-style playoffs 
has resulted in seven different champions. Unlike 
previous systems, what you did last week doesn’t 
matter much. The 10-race post-season has been 
cut into four rounds with a points reset at the 
beginning of each. Even if a driver cruises through 
each round with ease, the finale is still the decider. 

The final four drivers are locked in with the same 
amount of points and the highest finisher in that 
single race takes it all. The most dominant driver 
during the season has come up short in that critical 
title decider many times before. In fact, if not for 
a late debris yellow and a slower pitstop, Martin 
Truex Jr would likely have been crowned the 2021 
champion despite Larson’s spectacular season. 

Adriver could theoretically, although not 
realistically, win all 35 races and still end up 
fourth in the standings should misfortune find 
them in the finale! Add to that the new Next Gen 
car, and it would be a very impressive feat if 
Larson goes back-to-back in 2022. 

NICK DEGROOT 


Odds are against Larson 
being able to repeat his 
title triumph this year 
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Busch has an impressive 
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HOW WILL KURT BUSCH FARE 
AT 23XI RACING? 


Kurt Busch is a former Cup Series 
champion with the wildest of 
reputations. The elder of the Busch 
brothers, he’s driven for many of 
NASCAR's biggest teams but has 
often been highly controversial, 
leading to him being parked, fined 
or suspended on a number of 
occasions. GQ magazine once 
rated him number three in its poll 
of top 10 ‘most hated’ athletes. 

Yet Busch’s on-track achievements 
have been mighty. He’s won races in 
all of NASCAR's national divisions. He 
was crowned Cup champion in 2004, 
a year after winning the IROC title. He 
won the Daytona 500 in 2017 and 
went back-to-back as the All-Star 
Race and Coca-Cola 600 winner at 
Charlotte in 2010. He has 33 Cup 
wins to his name, and even found 
time to be crowned Rookie of 
the Year at the Indy 500 in 2014 


after a sixth-place finish. 

Despite rumours of him 
considering retirement for a 
commentary career, Busch has 
cultivated major sponsorship from 
Monster Energy drink. Now 43, he 
has made another big move, joining 
23XI Racing’s Toyota team, run 
by Cup rival Denny Hamlin and 
basketball legend Michael Jordan. 

His 2022 season didn’t start well, 
when a multi-car collision in the Busch 
Clash at the LA Coliseum, which 
included team-mate Bubba Wallace, 
put him in the wall and damaged his 
car. Clearly frustrated, he did well to 
bite his lip when it came to the 
post-incident TV interview. 

Busch has gotten into many feuds 
during his career, so perhaps the real 
test is how he reacts if he gets into 
a scrape with team boss Hamlin... 
CHARLES BRADLEY 


WHO’S THE BEST SUPERSPEEDWAY RACER ON 
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Joe Gibbs Racing’s 
a Denny Hamlin takes the 


flag at Daytona in 2020 
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WILL SINGLE-LUG WHEEL CHANGES 


RUIN THE PITSTOP SPECTACLE? 


Likely by March, NASCAR will issue 
guidance on how much Cup Series 
teams can alter the traditional way 
they have conducted pitstops. But if 
fans are accustomed to seeing many 
lug nuts flying off wheels and 12 to 
15-second pitstops, that’s going to 
change dramatically, 

We're not talking stops of a 
couple of seconds (unless it’s just 
for a splash of fuel) like F1 but, with 
the single-lug wheels, the length of 
stops will most certainly shorten. 
The art of a pitstop will still be a 
critical part of NASCAR, albeit in an 
abbreviated form. In fact, because 
of the drop in length of the stops, 
they are certain to become more 
critical and even more innovative 
as teams try perfecting them. 

Joe Gibbs Racing has already 
spent considerable time trying 


Shorter tyre stops 
offer an opportunity 
to mix up race strategies 


The answer used to be an easy one. 
Both Dale Earnhardt Sr and Jr ruled 
plate racing in NASCAR's top level, 
winning 23 superspeedway races 
between them. But now, who reigns 
supreme at the high banks of 
Daytona and Talladega? 

Looking solely at race wins, Brad 
Keselowski is an obvious choice. As 
a former driver for JR Motorsports, 
he must have picked up a thing or 
two from his boss. He’s won seven 
times, but only once at Daytona. 
While he’s enjoyed great success 
at Talladega, luck has not been on 
his side at Daytona, crashing out 
in eight of the last 10 races there. 

Just one year ago, he nearly won 
the 500 before a bad block from his 
team-mate sent him careening into 


to. come up with a new routine 
of doing a four-tyre pitstop (one 
nearing nine seconds), and has 
spent countless hours honing 
the skills of each of the pitcrew 
members - who are often former 
semi-professional football players, 
picked for their athleticism - to best 
take advantage of their individual 
responsibility during the stop. 
New pit guns - all from a single 
supplier - are being used due to 
the single lug-nut wheels that have 
also added to the transition for the 
series’ teams. What hasn’t changed 
is the fuelling of the car - and that 
more than anything may ultimately 
determine how quickly teams get 
off pitroad. But shorter tyre stops 
do open the door to more 
divergent strategies. 
JIM UTTER 


the wall on the final lap. Winning 
is great, but part of being a good 

superspeedway racer is making it 
to the finish. That’s where Denny 
Hamlin comes in. 

The Joe Gibbs Racing driver has 
won three of the past six Daytona 
500s and he’s also finished the past 
10 events at Daytona/Talladega. Of 
note, no active driver has led more 
laps than him at superspeedway 
races, with Hamlin spending over 
1000 tours out in front. 

It’s probably safe to say that, 
while Chase Elliott, Joey Logano 
and Keselowski are all good bets, 
Hamlin seems to rise above them 
all when NASCAR takes on the 
banks of Daytona and Talladega. 
NICK DEGROOT 
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McLaren will be in distinctly unfamiliar territory this weekend as it makes its Extreme E 


debut. But this rugged left turn serves as a means to an end to inspire a greater good 


MATT KEW 


PHOTOGRAPHY McLAREN 


odern-day McLaren is a popular Formulai team that’s 
again heading in the right direction. It is alsoa youthful 
supercar business that has Ferrari and Porsche sweating. 


There have been tangents, of course; an on-off relationship 


with IndyCar andits sportscar successes — namely at 


Le Mansin1995 anda domination of Can-Am that started 


55 years ago. Since its 1963 inception, though, McLaren has never been 
associated with bulky, high-riding SUVs. That is until this weekend, 
when Woking will make its Extreme E debut in Neom, Saudi Arabia. 
InJanuary last year, McLaren announced it had an option to 
join Formula E in 2022-23 for the Gen3 rules. Although that now 
hangs in the balance, you could understand the potentially expensive 
decision the moment it came to light. More so when it was rumoured 
to be taking the path of least resistance by seeking to carry over its 
powertrain partnership with Mercedes from F1. But racinga16sokg, 
dune-traversing off-roader from a company whose top brass have 
repeatedly rubbished the idea of ever making an SUV road car... 
it’s quite unexpected. 
But contemporary McLaren is also a segmented company that 
houses distinct divisions in Racing, Automotive and Applied. It 
is very much the former and it’s chief executive officer Zak Brown 
acting independently that has created the move into Extreme E. 
There'll be zero bearing on what’s in the showrooms. And, while 
McLaren leased its Technology Centre and sought huge investment 
to survive the perils of 2020, its latest venture is remarkably humble 


“A NEW RACING SERIES HAS TO BE 
COMMERCIALLY VIABLE. EXTREME E 
TICKED EVERY ONE OF THOSE BOXES” 


in terms of financial outlay. There’s a €1.2million lease per spec car 
andatiny headcount — fewer than 10 staff can work directly on the 
SUV at each event. Better yet, expect some of those personnel to have 
moved straight over from the grand prix outfit to avoid unwanted 
and unnecessary P45s being dished out to comply with F1’s cost cap. 

Brown previously told Autosport:“We have a filter, if you like, 
when we lookat new racing series. It has to be commercially 
viable. Extreme E ticked every single one of those boxes.” 

Being affordable and having no relation to, and thereby not 
contradicting, the road car arm of the business mitigates some 
major cons with joining Extreme E. But that’s not enough to explain 
why McLaren signed up. Note, therefore, the livery that was unveiled 
as part of the four-way launch (including the MCL36 Fi challenger 
plus IndyCar and Shadow Esports programmes) last Friday evening. 
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[here’s something different about the blue hue worn by the SUV 
when it’s placed alongside its single-seater siblings. The shade is 
ubbed ‘Oceanic’ It ties in to the 26-slide presentation McLaren 
issued on 14 April 2021, before its Extreme E venture was announced, 
entitled‘Sustainability at McLaren Racing’ The section‘Our Strategy 
Framework’ is subdivided into portions pertaining to‘CO2’and 
‘Diversity, equality and inclusion’ Here, Extreme E offers 

McLaren an obvious route to realising its targets. 

“Extreme Eis pretty much driven around sustainability, and 

that’s a huge part of one of McLaren’s core marks,” says Aston Martin 
Autosport BRDC Young Driver of the Year Award judge Leena Gade, 
the revered Le Mans-winning race engineer who has joined the 
programme on secondment from Multimatic.“With the type of 
racing, with the technology that goes into the car itself, the battery 


EXTREME E 


1 Neom (sav) 19-20 February 

2 Sardinia (ir) 7-8 May 

3 TBC (csrorsen) 9-10 July 

4 Antofagasta (cH) 10-11 September 
5  PuntadelEste ury) 26-27 November 
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—allof that is very applicable to where McLaren stand at the 
moment with their sustainability goals.” 

The Fi team has been gaining honours for its environmental 
conscience for over a decade now, but an Extreme E attack looks 
to extrapolate that success. As per the presentation, “compliance 
is simply aminimum. Our ambition is to help drive and champion 
the sport and industry agenda forward to positively contribute 
toatruly sustainable future.” 

Naturally, the greenest form of motorsport is no motorsport, 
let alone McLaren actively expanding into Extreme E and IndyCar. 
But the objective of the electric series and its newest teamis to 
“explain what’s going on” with the climate crisis, per Extreme E 
co-founder Alejandro Agag. Ifthe championship existed purely 
to combat environmental damage, it could never satisfactorily 


EXTREME E 


justify docking in oil-rich Saudi 
Arabia. But if racing in that one 
nation helps pay for the remaining 
four rounds, which could span three 
further continents should Senegal 
gets the nod over Scotland in July, it 
should draw more eyes to the problem. 
That helps fulfil McLaren’s corporate 
social responsibility commitment 
in the sustainability presentation. 
It wants to“inspire, influence and 
impact our people, our fans and 
the communities, where we work 
and race” AnExtreme E entry, 
which will compel McLaren and 
its drivers to be active in the local 
environment -benefiting legacy 
programmes, is exactly in line with this. 
McLaren laid down an early indicator of its 
modus operandi by unveiling a show livery for its 
Extreme E car, which it was far from compelled to do. 
First, the graphics took cues from the Arctic, desert 
and Amazon locations used during the inaugural season. Second, the 
covers came off outside the Kelvingrove Gallery in Glasgow during the 
United Nations Climate Change Conference known as COP26. Third, 
for good measure, the special guest was Prince Charles. And fourth, it 
was later displayed at a Hampshire school. Flashy colours, a big event, a 
royal VIP, an engaging message — it was all organised to make an impact. 
When McLaren eventually went private testing, it used arun-of-the- 
mill matte black paint job anyway... 
The standardised hardware, including a sealed Williams Advanced 


“IT’S INCREDIBLY IMPORTANT HAVING 
ROLE MODELS FOR YOUNG GIRLS, 
AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN GENERAL” 


Engineering battery, likely means McLaren’s next generation of 
hybrid supercar won’t be based on findings from Extreme E. But this 
programme will act as the inverse of its quiet gig to supply the battery 
for the Gen2 Formula E car. McLaren Applied has been the unheralded 
hero for four somewhat thankless years. It’s never wresting for the 
limelight. But to spread a message, an Extreme E team has far greater 
potential even if the trade-offis little room for technology transfer. 
This championship can also enable McLaren to achieve its aim of 
increasing the pool of female talent in its workforce. It isn’t expecting 
an immediate boost to the ratio, which currently stands at 12%. But 
having Gade, her sister and performance engineer Teena and Kiwi 
driver Emma Gilmour will create three high-profile role models to 
then engage and inspire more women into motorsport. In turn, the F1 
team and the rest of the programmes aren’t tacitly excluding half the 
population when it comes to employing the best engineers, women 
perhaps having felt motorsport has beena closed shop to them. 

Gade continues: “It’s incredibly important having role models and 
people who are visible for young girls, and young people in general, to 
see that motorsport is a career that can be taken up by males or females. 

“In addition, McLaren has got an Engage programme, whichis a 
artnership between organisations including the Women’s Engineering 
Society, and that’s to help promote [science, technology, engineering 
and maths] within organisations, schools and for young people.” 

There'll never be a public admission from either bedfellow, but 
McLaren and Extreme E will help each other by using the other party 
as ameans toanend. The series gets a pukka name that brings withit a 
hardcore fanbase to boost audiences and in turn entice more commercial 
partners. The race team can serve its diversity and sustainability 
pushin the image of the refreshing, modern-day McLaren. 44 


48 AUTOSPORT.COM 17 FEBRUARY 2022 
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EXTREME E 


McMASTER/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Thatwas the response from an Oxbridge professor on the Extreme E Scientific 
Committee when Autosporttried to reason whether it was counterproductive 
tohave travelled toa damaged turtle nesting site aboard a5.7-litre V8, 2.6-tonne 
GMC Yukon SUV. According toa newly released internal sustainability report, 
Extreme E broke 8870 eggs lastyear. Orat least, that’s the number of tonnes of 
CO2the series produced between 1 January and31 December. Thatincludes 
everything from the energy used by the head office in Hammersmith tothe 
food and drinks consumed on-site during the five roundsin 2021. 

Butoutof context, that’s something ofa meaningless number. It’s an eyewatering 
5482 return flights between Heathrowand JFK. However, it’sa fifth ofa non-COVID- 
affected Formula E season. That feels far more palatable, especially giventhe 
electricsingle-seater series earned a79 out of 100scoreinthe latest Sustainable 
Championship index. Formula 1, by comparison, was runner-up with 60. 

The build ofthe Odyssey 21 E-SUVs and the races contributed just 4% to 
Extreme E’s output. Awhopping 82%, some 7303 tonnes, was produced by 
shipping theseries’ cargo to each location via the RMS St Helena. Keepin mind, 
thevessel had been upgraded to run on low-sulphur diesel, ran with reduced- 
friction propellors, and had aslippery coat applied to its underside to cut 
through the water more cleanly. What’s more, the boatis reckoned to be 
already 75% less polluting than air freight. 

To help combatthose numbers, Extreme E followed through on no fewer 
than nine ofits local environment-benefiting 


Legacy Projects. Testament tothe “TH l S ECO -FRIENDLY 
championship striving to look good beyond INFRASTRUCTURE 


justwhatthe TV cameras pick up, thatincludes 


programmes going ahead in countries such WILL LIKELY LAST 
pct ining LONGER THAN THE 
eventwas canned by coronavirus. SERIES’ POTENTIALLY 


Extreme E also pledged to achieve carbon 
neutrality by buying certified emission SHORT SHELF LIFE” 
reductions (carbon credits) to offset its output. 

That meantinvestingina wind farm in Patagonia, Argentina. Its43 turbines annually 
prevent 190,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases from entering the atmosphere. 

Astwo SouthAmerican rounds are added tothe calendar in 2022, Extreme E 
is aware ofits rising emissions. Butit will continue to investin similar projects 
tobalance the books. And this eco-friendly infrastructure will likely lastlonger 
thantheneutralseries’ potentially shortshelflife. This, plus charging the cars 
via water- and solar-powered hydrogen fuel cells, producing the TV broadcast 
backin London, having no fans onsite, and the hospitality for cheque-writing 
VIPs accounting only 0.2% ofemissions, all workin Extreme E’s favour. 

But thereisa misstep. Too much has seemingly been made of Extreme E’s 
capacity to inspire an audience at this stage. Supposedly 18million fans watched 
theopeningroundalone. But forthe calendar year, just 1200 people pledgedto 
curb theirclimate-unfriendly habits by subscribing to the ‘Count Us In Challenge’. 
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FORMULA E MEXICO CITY 


WEHRLEIN’S REDEMPTION AS 
PORSCHE ENDS ITS WAIT 


The ex-F1 racer shed the monkey off his — and his team’s — back by 


leading home an impressive 1-2 for the German manufacturer 
JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 
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icture this: it’s the start 
of the Me» i 
E-Prix’s 12th lap. / 
Lotterer has just been 
mobbed by the two 
DS Techeetahs, with 
Jean-Eric Vergne in 
position to pick 
polesitter Pascal 
Wehrlein’s pocket on 
the next lap. Edoardo 
Mortara, who has 
already cleared Wehrlein, is a few 


missed opportunity for Porsche to claim its 
long-awaited first Formula E victory, despite 
its latent pace around the Autodromo 
Hermanos Rodriguez. But, just over 28 laps 
later, Wehrlein leads Lotterer across the line 
for a Porsche 1-2, nine seconds up the road 
from Vergne. ic Formula E, reall 

And it was a classic, keeping the capacity 
crowd in attendance on tenterhooks — it 
brimmed with pla 
throughout the pack and a late- 


of Scotch. If only the 
‘gy from the Foro Sol stadium 
spectators could be tapped. 
Finally, Wehrlein had ban 
spectre that had loomed over hi 


en his Mahindra ran 
out of charge and Lucas di Grassi rounded 
him in sight of the chequered flag to 
continue the German’s wait for victory. 
And, at last year’s Puebla race, Wehrlein 
crossed the line first, only for an 
incorrectly filled-in form to deny him 
the trophy. Neither energ 
bureaucracy could scupper W 
chances th i third time lucky. 


FORMULA E MEXICO CITY 


pace in practice, picking up from a solid 
showing at Diriyah and taking it a step 
further, as Lotterer surged to top spot in FP1 
ahead of a seemingly resurgent Sebastien 
Buemi. The German looked to kick on and 
continue that pace, sitting atop the FP2 
times for a lengthy spell in the session 
before Antonio Felix da Costa pumped in 

a late time to depose Lotterer from the top. 

Porsche then laid down the gauntlet in 
stunning form in qualifying; Lotterer and 
Wehrlein topped their respective groups 
to book places in the quarter-finals for the 
new duels format. There, they were drawn 
against stiff competition in the Mercedes 
duo; Lotterer took on Nyck de Vries, while 
Wehrlein had opening-round polesitter 
Stoffel Vandoorne to contend with as 
they sought to get into the mix for pole. 

Mercedes’ strong pace from Diriyah, 
however, looked somewhat absent in 
Mexico. Vandoorne and de Vries crept into 
the top four of their groups, with team 
principal Ian James admitting that they’d 
got through “by the skin of their teeth”. 
There was no more luck to ride, however; 
Lotterer brushed de Vries aside, and 
Wehrlein beat Vandoorne by four tenths 
after the Belgian dipped onto the grass 
at Turn 1 to immediately botch his lap. 
Lotterer was arguably the favourite 
for pole given his practice exploits, but 
a self-confessed mistake meant he lost 
out in his semi-final to Mortara, while 
Wehrlein put in an excellent final sector 
against Vergne in the second semi to seek 
retribution for Lotterer’s early bath. 
Mortara certainly aimed for style points 
in the final draw — he dazzled at the start of 
the lap, but started to find his Venturi 
Mercedes becoming loose underneath him, 
resulting in the Swiss crossing the finish 
line sideways in an apparent audition for a 
Tokyo Drift remake. Wehrlein kept it clean, 
securing his third pole in Formula E. 

The race proved to be the biggest 
exhibition of Porsche’s control over the 
Mexico weekend, although it hardly looked 
that way at the start. Wehrlein covered off 
Mortara to cement an early lead but, at the 
start of the eighth lap, Mortara grabbed a 
superb exit from the famed Peraltada 
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Julius Bar 3: Julius Bz 


Julius Bar ju 


Mortara and Vergne are 
ahead of the Porsche pair, 
but it was not to last 


180-degree corner and blasted past for the 
lead. Looking to make hay in the early stages, 
Mortara then set a fastest lap and continued 
to break-build over the two Porsches. 

It was at this stage when, upon reflection, 
Lotterer explained that the Porsches were 
vulnerable. The two white cars fell into 
the clutches of the black-and-gold DS 
Techeetahs of Vergne and da Costa as 
they sought to save energy for later. 
Lotterer was quickly dispatched by the 
pair at the top of lap 12, and Wehrlein 
wisely elected not to battle Vergne on 
the following lap while the Frenchman was 
still in his first attack mode activation. 

Da Costa was quickly back on the 
chopping block for Lotterer, however, and 
the Portuguese shed his front-left fender 
in their stadium skirmish when Lotterer 
picked up attack mode. The Porsche pair 
managed to stabilise thereafter, holding 


jlius Bar Julius Bar Julius Bar Julius Bar Julius B 
————T 


Julius Bar 


third and fourth as they attempted to 
back-seat drive the direction of the race. 

To do that, Wehrlein’s engineer Kyle 
Wilson-Clarke gave his charge the 
hurry-up, telling him to sink his saved 
energy into getting back ahead of Vergne. 
Vergne, meanwhile, had closed Mortara 
down because the Geneva-born ace had 
started to overconsume energy, ensuring 
the pack at the front would become 
increasingly congested. 

It took only one lap for Wehrlein to clear 
Vergne again, with Lotterer following him 
through as they mugged him at consecutive 
braking zones. Mortara was next in their 
sights, and the Porsches once again 
combined and posted carbon copies of their 
Vergne assault on the championship leader. 
The Stuttgart manufacturer now had the 
race in a headlock; its cars had more energy 
and the top two positions. To put it beyond 


Polesitter Wehrlein (#94) 
covers off Mortara at the 
start to secure early lead 
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any late challenges from the chasing pack, 
Porsche pulled its ace card out of its sleeve. 
Once again, Wehrlein was told to pick up 
the pace. Bending Formula E’s timed race 
format to its will, Porsche wanted to push 
the race to 40 laps, since it knew it had the 
energy to make the finish. To countenance 
that, Lotterer was asked not to fight with 
Wehrlein, preserving the order and leaving 
it impervious to any intra-team meddling. 
Wehrlein began the 39th lap with two 
seconds left on the clock. In that tiny 
margin, Porsche’s plans for a 40th lap 
were assured, and it put the race beyond 
all doubt. The following teams had 
cottoned on to the ploy too late to enact 
any meaningful energy saving, leaving 
Wehrlein and Lotterer to canter to the finish 
line — nine seconds clear of Vergne, who’d 
managed to see off Mortara and Robin 
Frijns for the final spot on the podium. 
“When I passed Edo, the target was to 
increase the pace so that we are able to stick 
to our 40-lap strategy,” reflected Wehrlein. 
“And like you saw in the end, it was quite 
close — I mean, just by one or two seconds. 
We knew that we had more energy than the 
cars around, we had better pace. So I just 
got the call that everything is safe, and I 
should just focus on efficiency and try to 
make it to a 40-lap race.” 
Wehrlein also paid tribute to Lotterer 
for sucking up a difficult team orders call, 
and acknowledged that his commitment 
to teamwork meant Porsche’s dominance 
was made possible: “Andre did an amazing 
job today, there was really good teamwork. 
If we would have fought for positions we >> 
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CAN DS TECHEETAH JOIN THE CHAMPIONSHIP BATTLE? 


Techeetah duo Vergne 
and da Costa briefly 
keep Lotterer at bay 


There was a period during the Mexico City 
E-Prix that suggested Jean-Eric Vergne 
was in the best position to take victory. 
Sitting in Edoardo Mortara’s wake, 
Vergne was ready to coax his Techeetah 
machinery into making a pounce for 

the lead - but the strength of the 
Porsches proved too much to resist. 

Still, in the context of the race, third was 
an excellent result for Vergne. Team-mate 
Antonio Felix da Costa also did well to pick 
up fourth after his earlier prang with Andre 
Lotterer cost him time and produced a 
momentary lapse down the order. 

After Techeetah began the Gen2 era 
with three drivers’ titles on the bounce, 
last season proved to be a significantly 
more difficult year. Da Costa’s title 
defence only yielded eighth overall in 
the drivers’ standings, while double 
champ Vergne could only managed 


"™==y"7..71 
Third-place man | 
Vergne is confident | 


10th - with one win apiece. 

But 2022 has yielded a silver lining. 
Vergne has points from all three races and, 
as the teams continue to get acquainted 
with the new qualifying format, it should 
be noted that Techeetah has managed 
to get both cars into the duels in the past 
two races. Had the Mexico groups fallen 
differently, either Vergne or da Costa 


“WE WERE THE SECOND-BEST 
TEAM THIS WEEKEND, AND 
ONE DAY IT’S GOING TO BE 
AS THE STRONGEST TEAM” 


could have made a more significant 

play for a spot in the finals too. 
Techeetah’s race pace, however, 

is arguably stronger than its speed on 

one lap. As a result, Vergne looks much 

more comfortable than he did last year, 

getting back to the level of performance 

that yielded his two titles. Da Costa 

is recovering too, shaking off a dire 

weekend at Diriyah to chalk up his 

first points of the season in Mexico. 
There’s nothing to separate the drivers, 

which is a fantastic problem for Techeetah 

to have. Drawn against each other in the 

latest qualifying quarter-finals, a scant 

0.011-second margin split the pair on their 

single-lap shootout, with Vergne just 

nosing ahead. If Porsche, Mercedes and 

Venturi show any signs of weakness across 

the rest of the season, Techeetah will be 

firmly in the frame to keep them honest. 
Vergne was optimistic that Techeetah 

can have its own day in the sun this 

season, expressing his delight with 

his first podium of the year: “We were 

the second-best team this weekend in 

Mexico, and one day it’s going to be as 

the strongest team, and us winning.” 
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CASSIDY RUES MISSED CHANCE 


Nick Cassidy looked like a good bet 
for points, showing strong pace 
alongside Envision Audi team-mate 
Robin Frijns, but was furious with his 
team’s encouragement to take attack 
mode late. “You'll have to ask the team 
about that one,” rued the Kiwi. “I’m 
disappointed because | had a fast car, 
saving energy at the start of the race. 
We had plenty of opportunity today 
and we screwed up.” 


BETTER PACE FROM BUEMI 


After Nissan’s non-score in Saudi 
Arabia, Sebastien Buemi was pleased 


to get off the mark in Mexico, but felt that 


qualifying prevented him from getting 
deeper into the top 10. “We were fast 
in FP1, we were fast in FP2, but we 
didn’t put it together in qualifying,” 
explained the 2015-16 champion. 

“We deserved better, and then I’m 
sure would have had a better race. 
But we showed we're fast in the race.” 


ROWLAND HAPPY DESPITE TUMBLE 


Although his late-race fall down the 
order ended Oliver Rowland’s shot 
at points, the Yorkshireman was still 
“happy” with the pace in his Mahindra, 
feeling that he was only unstuck by 
the team committing to a 39-lap race 
strategy. “I think nine times out of 
10 we would have done one less 

lap and it’d have worked,” he said. 
“It is what it is. I’m happy because 
we had pretty decent pace.” 


NIO SLAYS DRAGON 


Only NIO 333 and Dragon are yet to 
score this season. The two Dragon 
drivers outqualified the NIO pair, but 
Sergio Sette Camara reckoned NIO 
“disregarding the race” helped the 
Chinese team come out on top in 
Mexico. “It just went in their favour 
with the one lap more,” said the 
Brazilian (below, right, alongside 
NIO’s Dan Ticktum). “And for us, it 
didn’t work out because we were 
overconsuming at the beginning.” 
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would have lost time and also not made 
it to the 40-lap race. I think the team 
deserves today’s result.” 

Lotterer agreed that Wehrlein deserved 
the race win, especially given his prior 
misfortune in Mexico, but conceded that 
he was a little disappointed that he wasn’t 
able to bestow Porsche with its first 
victory, again pointing at his mistake 
in his qualifying semi-final. 

“With the mistake of qualifying, that’s 
probably what put me in this position,” 
rued Lotterer. “From the beginning on, we 
had clear teamwork and strategy to focus 
on the race and not race each other. I just 
have to be in front next time! Congrats to 

ascal, I think after the robbed win last 
year, he deserves it back.” 

Porsche’s prolonging of the Mexico 
race didn’t affect the other frontrunners 
too much, with Vergne and da Costa able 
to cut their cloth accordingly and finish 
in an encouraging third and fourth. 
Mortara admitted that Venturi was a 
little late to the party but had enough 
in reserve to clinch fifth. 

Behind him, the race order shuffled around 
as if it was in the hands of a blackjack 
dealer. Frijns, who had impressed in his 
own efforts to get on the podium, began to 
run out of steam in his Envision Audi and 
dropped behind compatriot de Vries, who 
was the main benefactor of the late-race 
drama and rocketed up to sixth place 
despite having dropped out of the points 


following an iffy middle portion of the race. 
“Thave mixed feelings,” explained the 
reigning champion. “It was not very enjoyable 
racing the it was very tough because the 
kind of top five was committed to the long 
game. And we wanted to play the same game 
with them. But obviously behind us, they 
were quite racy. Then you get into this fight, 
which made it very tough to play that game.” 
Oliver Rowland, in his third race at 
Mahindra, was one of the more notable 
drivers hampered by the lack of energy 
by the end. He’d atoned for a difficult 
qualifying — it left him 16th on the grid 
— with his own rise through the order, 
before his critical energy levels forced him 
into simply trying to make it to the end. 
He finished 16th instead of eighth. 


De Vries (#17) had a tough race, 
making it up to sixth after jam 


POWERED BY 


motorsport 


_ Porsche man Wehrlein 
scored third pole position 
of his Formula E career 


‘'S ROUND 2/10, MEXICO CITY (MEX), 12 FEBRUARY 40 LAPS - 64.772 MILES 


1 PascalWehrlein (nev) Porsche / Porsche 99X Electric 47m20.404s 
2 Andre Lotterer(ocu) Porsche / Porsche 99x Electric +0.302s 
Vindication for Wehrlein: 
victory in Mexico all the sweeter 3 Jean-EricVergne (Fra) DSTecheetah/DSE-Tense FE21 +9,051s 
after coming so close twice before 4 AntonioFelixdaCosta(prt) DSTecheetah/DSE-TenseFE21 +9.975s 
5 Edoardo Mortara (cHe) Venturi Racing / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow02 +18.356s 
The Jaguar duo of Mitch Evans and Sam 6 NyckdeVries nin) Mercedes/ Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +19,020s 
Bird had also climbed Upnito the pounts 7 RobinFrijns(nuo) Envision Racing / Audi e-tron FEO7 +20.232s 
after comprehensively failing to make it out 
of the qualifying group stage, but their team 8 Sebastien Buemi(cHe) Nissan e.dams/Nissan|M03 +23.394s 
had also miscalculated and was blindsided 9 MaximilianGuenther(ocu) Nissane.dams/NissanIM03 +26.497s 
by the extttallap, ‘That eamed.aiteprieve for 10 JakeDennis(cen) Andretti /BMWiFE.21 +26.829s 
the Nissan e.dams team, which managed 
to log its first points of the season after a 11 StoffelVandoorne (ct) Mercedes / Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +27.086s 
miserable time in Saudi Arabia. Buemi had 12. LucasdiGrassi ora) Venturi Racing/Mercedes EQ Silver Arrow 02 +27.525s 
been quietly climbing the order from 18th ae ; 5 
q j y ‘i 8 : : 13 NickCassidy wz) Envision Racing / Audie-tron FEO7 +28.794s 
on the grid, and his rivals’ overconsumption 
proved to be enough impetus to get him 14 OliverTurvey (cer) NIO333/NIO333001 +32.978s 
into the top 10, with new team-mate 15  SamBird (csr) Jaguar Racing / Jaguar |-TYPE5S +35.677s 
Maximilian Guenther in tow. . ‘ 7 
i + 
[neas'dl Grassi had originally dimbed into 16 OliverRowland (csr) Mahindra Racing / Mahindra M7Electro 36.047s 
the points too, but his clumsy contact with 17 OliverAskew (usa) Andretti / BMWiFE.21 +36.395s 
Vandoorne at Turn 5 rewarded the Brazilian 18 DanTicktumcsr) NIO333/NIO 333001 +44,607s 
Venturi man with a five-second penalty that PE panes i Hanah MREES TGR 
fe ‘ [i fi 
thrust Jake Dennis into 10th — the Briton USI fl aeuarmacine/Jegual Meee 
admitted that a point was more than the 20 SergioSetteCamara(sra) | Dragon PenskeAutosport/PenskeEV-5 +1m21.406s 
Andretti team had perhaps deserved after R_ AntonioGiovinazzia) Dragon Penske Autosport/Penske EV-5 21 laps-mechanical 
struggling with set-up throughout the day. . . Z 
R_ Alexander Sims (car) Mahindra Racing / Mahindra M7Electro 1lap-accident 


But just as Mercedes had marked its 


territory at Diriyah, Porsche planted its own 
flag firmly into the ground at the Mexico 
City race. “We showed that we mean serious 
business for the championship,” Lotterer 
reflected — and if Porsche can keep that 
level of performance up, the Mercedes- 
powered cars will not have things al 
their own way. Sure, Mortara extended 
his championship lead, but Porsche has 
firmly shaken the monkey off its back — 
and it’ll hope to build a new empire when 
the Formula E circus travels to Rome. .# 


82.093mph. Fi di Grassi 1m09.487s,83.892mph. 
} 1Wehrlein 1m07.100s; 2 Mortara 1m07.373s; 3 Lotterer 

1m07.295s; 4 Vergne 1m07.366s; 5 da Costa 1m07.358s; 6 deVries 1m07.367s; 

7 Frijns 1m07.672s; 8 Vandoorne 1m07.719s; 9 Cassidy 1m07.904s; 10 Guenther 

1m08.087s; 11 Evans 1m07.914s; 12 Askew 1m08.110s; 13 Sims 1m07.938s; 

14di Grassi 1m08.129s; 15 Dennis 1m08.042s; 16 Rowland 1m08.139s; 17 Bird 

1m08.174s; 18 Buemi 1m08.230s; 19 Giovinazzi 1m08.343s;20 SetteCamara 

1m08.256s; 21 Ticktum 1m08.561s; 22 Turvey 1m08.691s. 


NEXT RACE 


14 APRIL ISSUE 
The Italian 
capital hosts the 
season’s second 
double-header. 


HAI IP 1 Mortara 43; 2 de Vries 38; 3 Wehrlein 30; 4 Lotterer 30; 
5Vandoorne 28; 6Vergne 27; 7 Dennis 26; 8 diGrassi25; 9 Frijns 24; 10daCosta12. 
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RACE CENTRE WORLD OF SPORT 


Nielsen team 
looks good for 
Le Mans entry 


ASIAN LE MANS SERIES 
DUBAI (ARE) 

12-13 FEBRUARY 
ROUND 1/2 


Nielsen Racing had a banner opening 
weekend in the Asian Le Mans Series, 
success in which awards automatic entries 
for the Le Mans 24 Hours, by taking overall 
and LMP2 honours in both races in Dubai, 
as well as an LMP3 class victory. 

Once bronze-rated Rodrigo Sales had 
driven the opening stint, during which he 
spun the ORECA down to third of the four 
LMP2 cars present, Matt Bell took over and 
established a clear lead. Then Ben Hanley 
took the wheel, and the car finished four 
laps to the good of the Am class-winning 
Graff Racing ORECA of David Droux, 

Eric Trouillet and Sebastien Page. 

Nielsen again prevailed on Sunday, 
although a series of mishaps — including 
a stop for a new door — kept their winning 
margin down to one and a half laps. This 
time the second-placed Am winners were 
Anders Fjordbach, Dennis Andersen and 
Kevin Weeda in their High Class ORECA. 


CD Sport’s Ligiers took a 1-2 in LMP3 
on Saturday, while the Nielsen Racing Ligier 
of Colin Noble and Tony Wells dropped 
to seventh thanks to an electrical gremlin. 
The British pair bounced back in the sequel, 
despite a late stop/go penalty, but are nine 
points adrift of the class points lead. 

GT was where the bulk of the field lay, 
and honours on Saturday went to the 
Optimum-run Inception Racing McLaren 
720S GT3 of Ben Barnicoat, Ollie Millroy 
and Brendan Iribe. American Iribe drove 
first, before Millroy took over to run second 


Leclerc closes on the crown 


FORMULA REGIONAL ASIAN 
DUBAI (ARE) 

12-13 FEBRUARY 

ROUND 4/5 


Ferrari junior Arthur Leclerc put one 
hand on the title at the penultimate 
round. He has been consistent all season 
with the Prema-operated Mumbai 
Falcons team, and took a consummate 
victory in last weekend’s final race. 

Mercedes F1 protege Paul Aron, driving 
for Prema ‘proper’ turned around his 


=. 
Leclerc joy 


I ” after victory R 


56 AUTOSPORT.COM 17 FEBRUARY 2022 


hitherto indifferent form to claim both 
pole positions. But the Estonian couldn’t 
stop Hitech-run Red Bull Junior Isack 
Hadjar at the start of race one. The 
Frenchman got ahead and, despite a late 
error that allowed Aron to attack, he held 
on for his maiden Asian Regional success. 
Pepe Marti took third in his Pinnacle 
Motorsport entry, with Leclerc next. 
Aron led the finale until one-third 
distance, when Leclerc made a great move 
at Turn 1. But by shortcutting Turn 2, 
Aron held on, only to finally cede the 
position to the Monegasque, who romped 
away to victory. Hitech’s Gabriele Mini 
beat Marti to third, but the Sicilian was 
another to breach track limits and was 
penalised down to fourth, with Michael 
Beloy (Evans GP) and Jak Crawford 
(Prema) completing a close quartet. 
Reversed-grid honours went to Patrik 
Pasma (Evans), with Crawford denying 
Mumbai Falcons-run series debutant 
Ollie Bearman at the death for second. 


“x motorsport.tv 


Relive these races at Motorsport.tv 


Hanley brings the 
ORECA across the line 


ASIAN LE MANS SERIES 


behind the Rinaldi Racing Ferrari of David 
Perel. Davide Rigon drove last in the Ferrari, 
but could not prevent an incisive pass from 
Barnicoat with an hour and a half remaining. 
The Rinaldi trio of Rigon, Perel and Rino 
Mastronardi went one better on Sunday. But 
Rigon only took the lead in the dying stages 
when Vincent Abril (AF Corse Ferrari) was 
given a drivethrough penalty for track limits. 
Abril dropped to third, behind Barnicoat. 


1! motorsport.tv 


Relive these races at Motorsport.tv 


ASIAN LE MANS SERIES 

DUBAI (ARE) 

Races 1 & 2 Ben Hanley/Matt Bell/ 

Rodrigo Sales (Nielsen Racing ORECA 07) 
LMP3 Race 1 Edouard Cauhaupe/Nick Adcock/ 
Michael Jensen (CD Sport Ligier JSP320) 
LMP3 Race 2 Colin Noble/Tony Wells 
(Nielsen Racing Ligier JSP320) 

GT Race 1 Ben Barnicoat/Ollie Millroy/ 
Brendan Iribe (Inception McLaren 720S GT3) 
GT Race 2 Davide Rigon/David Perel/Rino 
Mastronardi (Rinaldi Ferrari 488 GT3 Evo) 


FORMULA REGIONAL ASIAN 

DUBAI (ARE) 

Race 1 |sack Hadjar (Hitech GP, below) 
Race 2 Patrik Pasma (Evans GP) 

Race 3 Arthur Leclerc (Mumbai Falcons) 


POWERED BY 


motorsport 
STATS 


For full results visit motorsportstats.com 


PLUS 


AND t GET CLOSER TO THE ACTION 


COVERAGE THAT GOES 
BEYOND THE TRACK 


Comprehensive driver news, 
team announcements and 
the latest from the paddock. 


Q 
| Expert opinion and technical \s 
| insight from the best team 


4 
’ fo SMART INSIGHT, LZ Q 
PUBLISHED DAILY 137, 
of motorsport writers. 
NATIONAL MOTORSPORT 7 NO ADS, 
COVERAGE | | MORE PERFORMANCE 
= =) A faster, premium, 
ad-free website experience. 


Touring Car, Rally and National 
coverage from across the UK. 


an 2, : SAVE 25% WITH | : ) Bed, zi 
. i & PROMO CODE: | ye GQ 
we © ase5sm a 


WEB DIRECTORY 


!EDS WEB DIRECTORY 


RACE RADIO 


| Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


REOLLECTORS com #1 FOR FI MEMORABILIA 
Rye EN ee” & AUTOGRAPHS 
= 4 We buy and sell F1 items 
= \ AVRTON SENNA specialists 


Call CHRIS GRINT 
a 2 0n763 274048 
= email:- sales@f1collectors.com 


INSURANCE 


Insurance for Drivers 
and Race Teams 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com 


RACE PARTS 


@ ordsport, » Part ON 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 


RACE PARTS 


oe About Motorsport 


(ic) rmecesnacrallu 


SAW! ichaceandFallyicom 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT 
ih CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 
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INSURANCE 


RACE PREPARATION 


WWW.YBRACING.COM 


RACE PARTS 


YA Beste SUMP 
SYSTEMS 

ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


ors RKoo. Aare” 


RV SALES AND SERVICE 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Ben Fullick 
T: +44 (0)7884 117 237 
E: ben.fullick@motorsport.com 


MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


RACE PREPARATION 


GRAPHITE 


ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING 


NOT ALL 3D PRINTED PARTS ARE CREATED EQUAL 


“Always very impressed with the service, advice and quality.” — Simon Benton 


01296 482 673 | sales@graphite-am.co.uk 
www.graphite-am.co.uk 


MARKETPLACE 


fe. Experts in 


Wy 
texense bespoke sensing 
sensors by TEXYS technologies 


Accurate, reliable TPMS, that 
never fails under PRESSURE 


Bulletproof installation, utilizing tried and tested wireless technology DATA-SHEET 
High level of coverage (over 97 % average per lap in FIA F2 & F3) 

Advanced corner recognition receivers. 

Two sensor options: basic measurements (TPMS-RS21) or development 

oriented (TPMS-IR21). 

Replaceable battery reduces unnecessary scraping of sensors 


Easy installation: no additional loom required, plug & play on CAN bus. i 
lartners with F 


Remote control & additional garage monitoring system available. RENVALE 3 


TPMS-IR21 TPMS-RS21 TPMS-GM21 Contact Texys UK: 


a sales@texys.co.uk 
or. 2) > ep SE +44 (0)1379 673 673 


4 A 
www.texense.com 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


PORSCHE PENSKE 
MOTORSPORT 


Porsche Penske Motorsport is actively seeking team members to fill numerous roles 
in preparation for the debut of the Porsche Penske Motorsport program beginning 
in 2023. All positions will be based in the team's newly remodeled, 9,700-sq. 

meter (105,000-sq. foot) world-class race team facility in Mannheim, Germany 
approximately 60 minutes south of Frankfurt. 


Open Roles Include 


Simulation Engineer Tire Technician 

Systems / Data Engineer Truck Driver 

#1 Mechanics Parts Specialist 

#2 Mechanics Human Resources Generalist 
Drivetrain Technician IT Coordinators 

Damper Engineer and Technician Athletic Coach 

Trackside Composite Fabricator 


SCAN THE QR CODE AND APPLY NOW! 
OR VISIT TEAMPENSKE.COM/CAREERS 
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motorsport 
JOBS P €iA) 


Electric-Vehicle Electronics Engineer 
FIA 
Profile: 


+ Engineering degree or equivalent expert level in Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering, with a strong focus on EV 
solutions 
At least 5 years post-graduate experience in EV 
engineering, preferably in motorsport with a relevant 
record of track support activities 
Strong experience in the management of complex 
technical projects 
Excellent understanding of EV architectures and systems, 
including high and low voltage electrical and electronic 
systems, electric motor control and associated embedded 
systems 
Strong understanding of energy storage technologies 
Knowledge of battery fast charging infrastructures and 
supply systems 
Experience of energy recovery control strategies and data 
analysis 
Experience of data analysis and calibration software used 
in Motorsport 
You have demonstrated an ability to learn continuously, 
work autonomously, and make decisions 
You are comfortable working in a rapidly changing 
environment with dynamic objectives 
Strong team spirit, highly organised, excellent priority 
management and strong attention to detail 
Ability to work in the strictest confidence 
Native or fluent English written and spoken. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Classic Car Engine Builder 
Radical 


Chicane are an independent Classic Car Restoration 
company who specialise in Aston Martins and we have an 
exciting opportunity for an experienced and passionate 
Engine Builder to join our team. 


This is a unique opportunity working in excellent facilities, 
you will be responsible for the stripping and rebuilding of 
engines on Classic Aston Martins, and other associated 
work. 


The successful applicant will be involved in the following 
processes: 


Build engines with passion and precision with cleanliness 
being paramount. 

Carry out porting work on cylinder heads, full unleaded 
conversions, including fitting valve guides and seats etc. 
Carry out all engine remanufacturing processes. 
Maintain and manage engine shop. i.e. order parts 

from suppliers, manage engine builds and keep those 
processes running efficiently. 

Talk to and email customers with updates/ any issues on 
engine builds. 

Work closely/ support the Workshop Manager with 
technical matters. 

Compliance with Health and Safety for all working 
practices. 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 


motorsport fl 
JOBS 
Engine Build Technicians 


Experienced and Trainees 
Radical 


Responsibilities: 


Production engine build - following provided SOPs. 

Strip and assess — following provided SOPs and recording 
critical lifing data on RPE data base. 

Booking in new customer engines adhering to any 
required IPR regulations. 

Record keeping — Record engine build data and failure 
reports on RPE data base, whilst ensuring all data is up to 
date and relevant. 

Training fellow employees when required. 

Track-side support — staff may be required to travel 
globally to provide customer support. 

Undertake other duties or activities outside of core 
responsibilities to ensure department achieves company 
goals. 


Personnel requirements: 


High attention to detail and pride in workmanship. 

Good communication skills and ability to work within a 
close-knit team. 

Computer literate 

Working beyond core hours during peak season to meet 
workload demand. 

Engine build experience desirable not but essential - 
training provided 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport se 
JOBS 


EV Powertrain & HV Systems Projecty Manager 
Stard 


Are you looking to become part of a creative, target oriented 
and motivated international team, focused on inventing 
new, and optimizing highest performance components, 
technologies, systems and entire vehicles with all forms of 
propulsion technologies? 


Then don’t miss this opportunity to join STARD and help 
us to sustainably influence and shape the future of high 
performance mobility and motorsport together. 


Selection of associated activities include: 


Project management role in HV and EV powertrain 
systems 

Managing the entire development process from 
conception to in-field/on-track engineering (Testing, Race) 
Close communication with customers and suppliers 
Project target and timeline definition 

Internal and external project meeting coordination and 
moderation 

Reporting to management and technical director 
In-depth technical involvement 

Involvement in functionality, performance and endurance 
tests & on site activity 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


m oto rsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 
please contact james.robinson@motorsport.com or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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MOTORSPORT JOBS 


ALFA ROMEO GTAm FIA RACE CAR 


An evocation of the South African ‘SUPERFORMANCE’ GTAm run by the 
legendary Arnold Chatz at the 1969 Kyalami 9-Hours. The only GTAm car 
built in RHD. 


Currently under build. Chassis/Body by Westbourne Motorsport. Drivetrain 
by Drake Motorsport. Would make a stunning entry to the HRDC Classic 
Alfa Challenge. 


ALFA ROMEO GT HISTORIC RACE CAR 


Known as the ‘OSLO’ car, this racer was sold new to Norway as a 1300GT. Raced extensively in 
Norway for many years prior to its retirement to the Oslo Museum of Transport, it is now being rebuilt 
to its historic specification. Illustrations shows how the car will be completed and its current stage of 
restoration. Ideal candidate for the HRDC Classic Alfa Challenge. 


2000GTV RACE PREPARED SHELL 


This is a fully prepared bare shell ready to accept your 
donor car. Converted to RHD. All metalwork has been 
repaired, replaced and strengthened for race use. Fitted 
with full FIA Race Cage and steel closing panels. 


£14,950 +VAT 


ALFA ROMEO GTA 1600 


Having recently sold a famous GTA1600 race car, | now 
have another example with a good history on offer at a 
competitive market price. These iconic cars are few and far 
between and they do have an amazingly broad application 
in historic racing, being acceptable in both Touring Cars 
and GT categories. 


If you are looking to own one of these incredible cars, do 
give me a call discuss your requirements. 


1977 ALFETTA GTV 


A one-owner car supplied new in Switzerland and laid-up 
since 1989. 67,000mls. LHD. Special order Ivory with Pimento 

velour interior. Sympathetically recomissioned by Alfetta 

Guru Richard Drake, this highly original and early model is 

ready to use. UK registered and MOT'd. 


An exceptional opportunity £16,950 


cioicatta >, 


RACE WINNING CARS 


I've been building race winning cars for 
over 30-years, in particular GTA and 
GTAm variants, both original examples 
and race replicas. 


| also can source existing cars or build to 
order. | always have time to discuss your 
dream build! 


ALFA ROMEO 
1600GT JUNIOR 


RHD Project car. Offered as a DIY resto- 
ration or can be restored to your person- 
al specification in road or race trim. 


PROJECT: £12,950 


direct@juliusthurgood.co.uk | 07850 361159 | www.hrdc.uk 
WB cist. |= 
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H!ISTORICS Racer Worrad handed five-year ban 


*AUTOSPORT 


CLUB RACING eHISTORICS e FEATURES N A I { 0) N A L 


How Team USA has brought 
top talent to the UK 


The scholarship that nurtures young American racers 


=< —————— 
LEGENDS GOES GREEN TARLING IN SPECIAL HOW FORMULA WOMAN IS 
WITH NEW FUEL PARTNER CLASSIC FF1600 SDC ROYALE MAKING A DIFFERENCE 


THE OFFICIAL REVIEW OF THE 


2021 FIA Formuid One 
World Championship™ 


Unpredictable, explosive and intense to the end - experience a season like no other! 
Get ready to dive into the 2021 FIA Formula One World Championship™ — the most thrilling season in recent F1® 
history. Highlights from every race, expert insight from Tom Clarkson, Martin Brundle, David Croft and more as the 
stories of 22 unforgettable Grands Prix™ unfold. 


Sparks fly in a clash of the titans 

Watch two of the greatest F1® drivers go head-to-head for the FIA Formula 1® Drivers’ World Championship. The fight 
between seven-time champion Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen delivers race after race of incredible driving. 

A season that went bigger and bolder 

With more Grands Prix™ than ever before and a result that wasn’t decided until the final lap, the season kept heart 
rates high and the racing intense. 

Own it forever 


It's all here and it's all ready for you to experience time and time again. So fasten your seatbelt and get ready for the 
ride of a lifetime. 


Running time: 7 hours 28 mins | 2 disc DVD: {2 disc Blu-ray: 


The F1 FORMULA 1 logo, F1 logo, FORMULA 1, F1, FIA FORMULA ONE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP, GRAND PRIX and related marks are trademarks 
of Formula One Licensing BV, a Formula 1 company. All rights reserved. 


:dukevideo.com.: <3: +44 (0)330 088 5045 DUKE 


FREE POSTAGE ON ALL CD, DVD & BLU-RAY ORDERS OVER £25 


Duke and the Duke logo are registered trademarks of 


*% KK KK 4.8 out of 5 based on 8876 customers Trustpilot Duke Marketing Limited. All rights reserved. DEO 


\d Worrad returned 
ex-Schenken Motul F2 


car to the track last year 


Historics racer Steve Worrad has been 
banned from competing for five years 
having failed to supply a number of 
parts paid for by a French restorer. 

Worrad, who has raced a diverse range 
of historic machines such as returning an 
ex-Tim Schenken Motul M1 Formula 2 car 
to the tracks for the first time in over 40 
years last season, was paid to supply several 
parts — including four suspension uprights 
— by Louis Lacasta in 2019, as part of his 
work restoring a Brabham BT28 F3 car. 
But the National Court was told earlier 
this month that, despite handing over the 
money, Lacasta never received the parts and 


Proctors move across 
to Greystone GT 


BRITISH GT 


Father-and-son pairing 
Stewart and Lewis Proctor 
will remain behind the 
wheel of a McLaren 7208 
GT3 in British GT this year, 
but will switch from Balfe 
Motorsport to series 
newcomer Greystone GT. 
The squad founded by 
one-time Formula Renault 


PROPERTIES LTD 


UK race winner Mark 
McLoughlin started out 
as a trackday organiser in 
2017, and made the move = 
into racing last year in 
the GT Cup. For 2022, it 
will expand into the GT4 
European Series, as well as 
stepping up into British GT. 
McLoughlin said Greystone 
has “recruited strongly in key 
areas over the winter”, having 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


brought civil proceedings against Worrad. 

With Lacasta still not compensated, 
the case was brought before the National 
Court and, although Worrad did not attend, 
he was banned for five years and ordered 
to pay £500 in costs. 

In his report, chairman of the panel 
David Munro said: “The court is fied 
that Mr Worrad’s conduct in the course of 
his dealings with Mr Lacasta amounts to 
conduct that is prejudicial to the interests 
of motorsport generally. He has deliberately 
evaded attempts to hold him to account 
and the court... conclude that his conduct 
amounts to dishonesty in the context 
of General Regulation C1.1.3. 

“The function of this court is not 


Gary Davies to lead its 


Silver-Am champions will 
continue to race McLaren 


appointed former Dragon 
Formula E chief engineer 


technical staff. Tim Mullen, 
the 2006 GT2 champion 

in British GT, remains on 
board as team manager. 


ie: 


WORRAD HANDED FIVE-YEAR BAN 


HISTORICS 


to enforce judgements of the civil courts, 
but to protect the interests of motorsport 
generally and each case must depend on its 
own merits. The court, having found that 
the allegations are proved, and bearing in 
mind that in this case the prejudice to 
motorsport and its licence holders has 
extended beyond the UK, finds this to 
be an exceptionally grave matter. 
“Accordingly, a sentence of exclusion 
is appropriate. The court, therefore, 
excludes Mr Worrad from taking part in 
any motorsport competition nationally or 
internationally for a period of five years.” 
Worrad was unavailable for comment 
as Autosport closed for press. 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 


a. 
"ioe 


The Proctors won the 
GT3 Silver-Am title last 
year, recording a best 
outright finish of third at 
Spa to end the year seventh 
in the overall points. 
JAMES NEWBOLD 
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CLUB AUTOSPORT NATIONAL NEWS 


Championship will use 
cleaner fuel for the 
2022 season 


HAWKINS 


LEGENDS 


The Legends Cars National 
Championship has signed a new 
partnership agreement that it hopes 
will move the category towards 
a greener and more sustainable future. 
The popular British Automobile 
Racing Club-run series has confirmed 
a deal with SulNOx Group Plc, 
a greentech company specialising 
in providing solutions towards the 
decarbonisation of traditional fuel. 
All cars racing in Legends this year 
will use SuINOx’s fuel conditioner to 
help reduce emissions, while driver 
Rickie Leggatt will race a SulNOx 
liveried car during the season. 


“Environmental concerns have never 
been greater or more in the spotlight, 
so this agreement with SulNOx is an 
important step forward for the Legends 
Cars National Championship as we 
look to achieve a greener and more 
sustainable future,” said championship 
owner Phil Cooper. 

“The SulNOx products are very 
impressive and the business is at 
the forefront of green technologies. 

“We're delighted to welcome 
SulNOx to the championship and are 
very much looking forward to working 
with the company. This is the right time 
for us to embrace and to also try and 
lead moves to a cleaner, greener future 
while ensuring the Legends continue 


to deliver the same incredible racing.” 
Created from natural, biodegradable 
ingredients, SulNOx additives emulsify 
water and increase lubricity and oxygen, 
making fuel burn more cleanly and more 
efficiently. Waste particulate matter is 
also converted into energy, thereby 
helping to lower emissions. 
“We are extremely happy to partner 
with the Legends Cars National 
Championship to help make their series 
more environmentally friendly,” said 
Dr Dan Clarke on behalf of SulNOx. 
“SulNOx Group Plc are committed to 
the decarbonisation of fossil fuels and 
this is a big statement that motorsport 
is equally committed to a more 
sustainable, greener future.” 


Wheatley steps up to Mini JCWs with Graves 


MINI CHA 


NGE 
Mini Challenge Trophy 
champion Dominic Wheatley 
will step up to the JCW class 
this season, as part of Graves 
Motorsport’s expanded 

attack on the series. 

Former Scottish Mini Cooper 
Cup star Wheatley narrowly 
won the UK Cooper title last 
year having finished runner-up 
to Harry Nunn in 2020. He now 
joins Nunn in graduating to the 
top JCW category with Graves. 


“With the success of 2021 
and the step up to the JOW 
class, it was important to me 
that we start this new chapter 
on the right foot,” said Wheatley 
(right). “Looking at our options, 
it was an easy choice to join 
Graves Motorsport.” 

Team manager David Graves 
said: “Adding Dominic to our 
2022 driver roster is a big tick. 
He’s shown that he can drive 
consistently and he is already 
a champion, perfect ingredients 
for adapting into the JCW class. 
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Clearly, having both past 
champions of the Cooper 
class is a huge boost for our 
team — Dominic and Harry 
will help bring the best out 
in each other, we believe.” 
Alongside Wheatley, Nunn 
and Graves’s 2021 frontrunner 
Max Coates, Alex Denning will 
race in the series on a full-time 
basis this year. The 2020 Irish 
Fiesta ST champion made a 
one-off JCW outing last year 
with Jamsport and has now 
committed to a whole season. 
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CALLAHAN AND 
BREAKELL TEAM 
UP FOR 2022 


GT4 SUPERCUP 


Junior champion 
Millar joins DTO 
in Ginetta GT4 


GT4 SUPERCUP Club racer Sam Callahan is 
stepping up to drive a Ginetta 
Gss in the GT4 Supercup this 
season with Breakell Racing. 
The former X Factor 
contestant (below) has 
previously competed in 
a Taydec sports-racer, 
alongside his father Mark, 
and in the Campaign Against 


Ginetta Junior champion Aston Millar will 
progress into the GT4 Supercup this season, 
joining new team DTO Motorsport. 

The squad has previously organised a 
range of driving experiences and offered 
on-track coaching but expanded into 
Ginetta competition at the end of last 
year with an entry into the GT Academy. 

The team, which has former Formula 1 racer 
Karun Chandhok on its books, is now moving 
into the GT4 Supercup and will field a G56 for 
Millar, who finished every Junior race apart from 
the Brands Hatch finale in the top six last year. 


Millar (r) was impressive 
in Ginetta Junior last year 
and now steps up with DTO 


“T’ve done an initial day in the Gs6 and it’s 
similar to drive to the Junior, but with a lot 
more power and on slicks. The test day went Living Miserably All Porsche 
well and I’m looking forward to getting more Trophy. But, after a one-off 
time in the new car before the season starts.” outing in the Ginetta GTs 

DTO’s head of engineering Eddy Hall added: Challenge at the end of last 
“The experience amongst this ‘new’ team is year, Callahan now wants to 


“I’m really excited to be a part of a strong 


team like DTO,” said Millar. “I think it’s going 


to be a great year for us all and hopefully 
we can get some amazing results. 


as accomplished as our competition, so I 
am confident of good results. With Aston’s 
natural ability behind the wheel, this season 
is going to be exciting.” 


Elite reveals five Junior drivers 
headed by Warhurst and Alibhai 


GINETTA JUNIOR 


Ginetta Junior squad Elite Motorsport has 
revealed five of its drivers for this season, 


with second-year racers Joe Warhurst 
and Aqil Alibhai leading its line-up. 
Warhurst continues with Elite for a 


second full season, while Alibhai remains 
having joined from Breakell for last year’s 
Winter Series, in which he finished third. 


Two rookies that raced with Elite at 
Brands Hatch last November will also 
now contest a full season with the 
team: Mckenzie Douglass and William 


Macintyre. They will be joined by Japanese 
karting graduate Kanato Le, while a sixth 


Warhurst will compete 
Junior with Elite 
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driver is due to be announced later. 

Last year marked the first time since 
2016 that an Elite driver did not win 
the title and team boss Eddie Ives is 
determined to return to the top. 

“Our Junior squad had a tough 2021 
so it’s important that we bounce back 
and aim to reclaim the drivers’ and 
teams’ titles this season,” he said. 

“We have a very good mix of strong, 
second-year drivers, with Joe and Aqil, 
combined with a very impressive rookie 
line-up. Will, Kanato and Mckenzie are 
all exceeding expectations considering 
they’re in the early stages of their careers, 
so I can’t wait to get the season started.” 


build a career within the sport. 
t’s something I’ve always 
wanted to do,” he said. “I did 
go-karting and motocross from 
the same sort of age I was in 
music and wanted to perform. 
I started in club-level sport 
and got bitten by the bug. 
“I've made some really 
good friends in the sport and 
Max Coates said to me James 
Breakell and Breakell Racing 
are a great team and should 
look after you. I’ve never raced 
in the GT4 championship so 
I’m going in with my eyes 
wide open. I would like to 
win the Am championship 
and build from there.” 
Despite his progression up 
the ladder, Callahan says he 
will not leave his club racing 
background behind. “I’m still 
going to do a few races in the 
CALM Porsche series,” he added. 
“Grassroots racing is where 
I started and I've no intention 
of stopping all of that.” 
Callahan will be joined at 
Breakell by GT'4 Supercup 
regular Reece Somerfield and 
GT Academy driver Wes Pearce, 
who will both race G56s. 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 
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Tarling to race 
SDC Royale in 
Classic FF1600 


CLASSIC FF1600 


SDC Builders, which grew with Royale 
Formula Ford racer David Wheeler’s 
successes carrying its colours in the 1980s, 
is marking its 5oth anniversary year with 
areturn to the tracks in 2022, in association 
with long-time Royale boss Alan Cornock 
and Historic FF1600 star Richard Tarling. 

The Bedford survey, design and 
construction company is backing Tarling’s 
Classic FF1600 title assault with an RP26 
presented in the livery of Wheeler’s car, 
twice a winner at Silverstone in 1980. 

Cornock, who concluded the deal with 
SDC’s Francis Shiner, has provided the 
well-travelled chassis currently under 
preparation at Linton Stutely’s Enigma 
Motorsport base. It will be fielded 
alongside the orange Kenny Acheson 
RMC tribute RP26, which appeared 
at the end of last season. 

“Tt’s all come together in a bit of a 
hurry, but I’m excited to be racing the 
SDC Royale,” said Tarling, 43, the 1996 


Formula Vauxhall Junior Winter Series 
and 1999 Formula Palmer Audi champion, 
who — after a long layoff — added the 
2017 Historic FF1600 crown, with 

Jamun T2 and Macon MR&8 chassis. 

“T’ve not driven an RP26 yet, but hope 
to give it a run at Brands Hatch next week, 
before I leave for Australia, where I’ll be 
racing Chris Davison’s Reynard FF89 in 
[next month’s] Phillip Island Classic.” 

Tarling took a podium in a Quest on his 
previous visit in 2020, an outing that came 


MARCUS PYE 


in SDC colours in 1980 


shortly before he was struck down by 
coronavirus and he only returned to the 
cockpit at last year’s Walter Hayes Trophy. 
Joe Ahrens, who races Tarling’s Van 
Diemen RF8o in Classic FF1600, will 
also race at the seaside track, having 
initially committed to spanner for 
Richard. In addition, Ahrens and single- 
seater returnee Steve Deeks will compete 
in the British series, which opens 
at Snetterton on 23-24 April. 


Karter Edgar moves into single-seaters in GB4 


Edgar is the cousin of 
FIA F3 driver Jonny 


— o 
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GB4 


Karter Jessica Edgar 
will graduate into the 
new-for-2022 GB4 
Championship with Fortec. 
The 16-year-old cousin 
of FIA Formula 3 driver and 
Aston Martin Autosport 
BRDC Award finalist Jonny 
Edgar will move into 
single-seaters having 
raced karts since 2010. 
She was selected to 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


represent Team UK in the 
FIA Motorsport Games 
in 2019, and in 2020 was 
chosen as a member of the 
Motorsport UK Academy as 
well as being enlisted into 
the FIA’s ‘Girls on Track 
Rising Stars’ programme. 
“Tam really excited 
to be racing in the GB4 
Championship and am 
enjoying working with 
the team at Fortec,” she 
said. “I’m looking forward 


to the year ahead, they are 
a great team and have lots 
of experience in helping 
young drivers progress 
from karting to car racing. 
I know I have a big learning 
curve ahead of me but 
want to maximise every 
opportunity I get.” 

She becomes the second 
driver announced for the 
championship after Logan 
Hannah was confirmed at 
Graham Brunton Racing. 


Veloster has not previously 


been raced in Europe 
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Kent swaps to Hyundai Veloster 
to defend his TCR UK crown 


TCR UK 


Double TCR UK champion Lewis Kent 
will bring a new car to the championship 
this year as he targets a hat-trick of titles. 
After winning his 2020 and 2021 crowns 
in a Hyundai i30 N, Kent will now switch 
to a brand-new Hyundai Veloster N as 
his Essex & Kent Motorsport team 
expands to a three-car line-up. 
The squad’s two i30 Ns will be driven 
by Kent’s younger brother Bradley, a 
triple race winner last year, and Junior 
Saloon graduate Scott Sumpton. 
“The car is new but it is practically 
the same as the i30, just a different body 
shape,” Kent Sr said of the Veloster, which 
has yet to race in Europe, but took IMSA 
Michelin Pilot Challenge honours in the 


US last year. “We’re getting more support 
from Hyundai as well, which is great.” 

Following a one-off appearance last year, 
Isaac Smith will join the championship 
full-time in a Volkswagen Golf prepared by 
Race Car Consultants, while fellow Mini 
Challenge race winner Brad Hutchison 
moves across with MPH Racing to pilot 
an Audi RS3 LMR. Also switching from 
the Mini Challenge are Callum Newsham 
(Power Maxed Racing Cupra) and Matthew 
Wilson, whose JW Bird Motorsport Cupra 
Leon Competicion will be the first of 
its kind to be raced in Britain. 

Bruce Winfield, last year’s TCR UK 
runner-up, has upgraded to a sequential- 
specification Cupra TCR after taking 
his DSG car to two wins last year. 

MARK PAULSON 


IN THE HEADLINES 


NEW ZEALAND F5000 SERIES 
Having lost three of its four 
scheduled 2021-22 Tasman Cup 
Revival Series rounds amid one 

of the world’s toughest COVID-19 
responses, the New Zealand F5000 
Association’s competitors have 
pulled together a trifecta of races 
in the interests of keeping the 
vibrant category bubbling now 
that prime minister Jacinda Ardern 
has eased restrictions. The fixtures 
are at Hampton Downs (26-27 
March), Ruapuna (8-10 April) 

and Taupo (14-15 May). 


HISTORIC F3 PRIZEGIVING 


Coinciding with a resurgence of 
interest in the 1000cc ‘screamers’ of 
1964-70, a number of cars changing 
hands and the opening of borders 
for continental competitors to return 
in greater numbers this season, the 
Historic F3 Association is inviting 
period racers to its first awards 
dinner since 2019 on Saturday, 26 
March. Trophies for the 2020 and 
2021 seasons will be distributed 

at the event, held at the Chesford 
Grange Hotel near Kenilworth. 


HEWITT’S RADICAL RETURN 


John Hewitt is returning to the 
Radical Challenge, after 10 years 
out of the cockpit, in the RAW 
Motorsports car that Matt Bell 
drove to last season’s title. “My 
last race was sharing with Phil 
Abbott but, compared to the 
SR3 | raced, the newer cars have 
much more downforce, better 
direction and gearing to be quicker 
through the corners,” he said. 


GORE’S PRAGA SWITCH 


F1000 frontrunner Dan Gore is 
switching to the Praga Cup this 
season, sharing with last year’s 
runner-up, former British GT racer 
Chris Wesemael. “Chris needed an 
Am to share with him and | am very 
Am!” said Gore, after testing the 
car for the first time at Donington 
Park last week (below). “It’s very 
different to the Jedi and will be 
my first time racing with a roof.” 
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ALAN MANN SPECIAL Ford has announced it will produce a limited-edition vehicle that will pay tribute to Alan 
Mann Racing’s Ford GT lightweight experimental prototypes. The Ford GT Alan Mann Heritage Edition will feature 
ared and gold livery, and will be on display at the 2022 Chicago Auto Show. AMR used lighter materials to create 
the AM GT-1, which was instrumental in helping Ford take its inaugural Le Mans win with the GT40 Mk2 in 1966. 
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Finding female racing 
stars of the future 


The Formula Woman contest is back — and this time with a prize of four 


funded GT Cup drives in GT'4 McLarens. Here’s one semi-finalist’s 


take on the importance of such initiatives 


LAURA JONES 


towing up with motorsport around me, I was 
always going to get involved in some way! My 
G dad did road rallying and hillclimbing so it’s 
always been in the family andI was taken down 
to Mallory Park and Donington Park as a child. 
Istarted offas a grid girl for aGT team and then moved into 
getting my hands dirty after races if was needed, using my 
very small experience of tinkering with cars at home. Iwas 
then given the opportunity to doa couple of test days as a 
number two mechanic and it blossomed from there. Since 
hen, I’ve been fortunate enough to travel around Europe and 
he worldas amechanic. The last couple of seasons I’ve mainly 
een in GT Cup, GT World Challenge and British GT, but I’ve 
so done European Rallycross, working with ex-Formula1 
river Perry McCarthy — and that was really good fun. 
You see these motorsport scholarships pop up and they’re 
ten for people with karting experience or racing experience. 
ut, with Formula Woman, you can’t have raced beforehand. 
When theard about it, Ithought that’s possibly the only 
pportunity I’m going to get to havea shot at racing myself. 
When someone turns around and gives you the opportunity 
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“There are girls who haven't had 
the funding or awareness of 
what you can do with that talent” 


to race a McLaren, you’re not going to say no! 

We had the initial assessments and mine was at Bedford 
Autodrome. We dida little bit of karting and went out inan electric 
car to show our consistency with laps. We were also being assessed 
in front of the camera to see how we got on and we did some fitness 
tests. Over 800 people took part in those initial assessments and 
it’s been whittled down to 50 semi-finalists, so the pressure’s on! 

The semi-finals are on the 2-3 March and will feature some 
karting and time on the simulators, along with some reaction tests. 
I’ve been doing as much preparation as I can — I work nights and 
have been going on the sim before my shifts. If you’re fortunate 
enough to get through those first two days, the next stage on 
4 March isat Croft for 15 people. Only 10 go through from Croft 
into the final in Europe and there are four seats and two reserves 


intwo McLarens inthe GT Cup up for grabs. 

The women taking part have come from all sorts of careers. 
There are some from the industry, but there are also many people 
whoare brand-new to automotive, motorsport and racing. 

It’s really cool to have that wide range of backgrounds and 
see people opening their eyes, and they’re all people who’ve 
never had the opportunity to race before. You could have 
someone from hairdressing who happens to be extremely 
talented at driving, so it’s really exciting for the future. 

Motorsport is amale-dominated environment and women 
don’t necessarily have the same chances to get on the grid. 
Graeme Glew’s Formula Woman initiative is giving us that 
opportunity to do so. I think it’s a fantastic idea to give us 
that support to help us on our way. 

But Formula Woman is not just promoting the racing. Not 
many people from outside understand how muchis involved 
inmotorsport. There are so many different roles — you’ve got 
engineers and mechanics, the media, hospitality. You might have 
someone who loves social media but they didn’t realise that’s 
something you can doin this industry. Formula Woman opens up 
their eyes and there’s a lot more awareness of the options out there. 

I’ma very competitive person but, ifthe semi-finals don’t 
go100% to plan, it’s been a very good experience. From those 
people who hadn’t been involved in motorsport previously, I’m 
seeing girls who have gone out and bought track cars and are doing 
trackdays — and they had never driven ona circuit before. [think 
it’s fantastic for motorsport in general. There’s the potential to 
find ahidden gem with this competition and there are girls who 
haven’t had the funding or awareness of what you can do with 
that talent. There’s so much potential for Formula Woman 
to be an ongoing competition in future years and it would 
be great if it can continue supporting people. 

The prize is amazing! Working in those paddocks, you see 
people fighting to find the sponsorship just to doacouple of 
rounds. To have the opportunity of a fully funded season in 
aGT4 McLarenin the GT Cup, a series that has grown massively, 
is very exciting. But it adds to the pressure. I’ve been working 
inthe GT Cup for the past two seasons and that’s been ona 

GT4 McLaren. To have the opportunity of going from being 

the person sending the car out before qualifying, to then be 

the person behind the wheel, you can’t really comprehend it. 

It’s incredible — and that’s the dream. 44 
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COOF'ER 
TIRES 


AMERICA’S LAND OF OPPORTUNITY 


ax Esterson’s victory at the Walter Hayes Trophy 

last season — having won his heat and semi-final 

and after leading every lap of the 15-lap finale — 

made it something of a perfect performance 

at what is traditionally one of the most hotly 
contested national race meetings of the year. 

The 19-year-old American’s Silverstone triumph was a story of 
redemption, at least in his own mind, after missing out on Formula 
Ford Festival glory one week earlier having climbed from 13th on 
the grid to finish third on the road — before being promoted to 
second post-race, and just over a tenth ofa second from victory. 

Esterson’s Walter Hayes success was also significant for 
another reason, as it puts him amonga select group of Americans 
who have won the trophy while representing their country 
through the prestigious Team USA Scholarship. 

The brainchild of journalist, broadcaster, ex-racer and former 
Autosport scribe Jeremy Shaw, the scholarship has become a mainstay 
of the end-of. on Formula Ford 1600 events in the UK, but its 
origins stretch across more than three decades and several categories. 

It’s been instrumental in giving young US talent the chance to 
shine in junior single-seater series, and has grown to become one 
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of the most respected scholarships in motorsport, with its list 
ofalumni testament to its su a 
“American racing drivers were kind of treated as sort of a bad joke in 
the UK,” says Shaw of his reason for creating the scholarship in 1990. 
“One of the problems was that alot of the drivers that went over, 
they had the budget but they didn’t have the experience or the skills 
to beat the front. One of the goals with this programme was to show 
that there are young Americans who do have the talent to mix it with 
the best youngsters in the UK. Over the years, I think that myth that 
Americans cannot be competitive has been well and truly debunked.” 
Future NASCAR legend Jeff Gordon was initially approached 
about the inaugural scholarship drive for the 1990 Formula For 
Festival at Brands Hatch — with Shaw having been “massively 
impressed” by the then 19-year-old — but he turned down the 
trip to Europe due toa clash with a midget race in America. 
Jimmy Vasser, who had won the SCCA Formula Ford Nationa’ 
Championship in 1986, was drafted in and sent across to the UK with 
aKent engine built by Jay Ivey, which would power a Lanan 1604. With 
the deal coming together at the last moment, and little in the way of 
testing, Vasser went with the intention of enjoying the experience. 
“didn’t really feel any pressure,” says the 1996 CART title winner. 


“Twas having success, I was racing Formula Atlantic at the 

time and I had been racing also in Formula Ford 2000 in Canada 

and winning. I was confident in my abilities as long as the car would 
be competitive and I just looked at it for fun. [was kind of jumping 
in, not achampionship runner, I’d never driven at Brands, [andI was] 
inaone-off, home-built car basically.” 

His one-off appearance at the Festival proved to be short-lived as he 
was taken out at Druids on the opening lap of his heat — ironically the 
same fate that had befallen Shaw 10 years earlier with the same team. 

Despite the last-minute preparation and lack of any result, the 
scholarship was deemed a worthy success by those in America 
and plans were put in place to return the following season. 

“Other than the actual result it was a great experience,” says Shaw. 
“Jimmy loved it, he very much enjoyed being part of the UK scene, 
just seeing how racing worked somewhere other than North America. 
Istill knew alot of people so I was able to introduce him to quite a 
few and that was useful for him moving forward.” 

Future Indycar race winner Bryan Herta was picked for 1991 and, 
at the wheel ofa Reynard FF 91, he managed to finish 11th in the final. 
With further backing from the US, specifically the Indycar paddock, 
the programme began to expand and became a two-car entry for the 
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Rising star 
earns his stripes 
— Esterson led every 
lap of the finale at the 
Walter Hayes 


“| THINK THAT MYTH THAT AMERICANS 
CANNOT BE COMPETITIVE HAS BEEN 
WELL AND TRULY DEBUNKED” 


1992 Festival with Ashton Lewis 
would go on torace in NASCAR. 
By 1995 and with Formula Ford grids becoming diluted as 
competitors split between using Zetec and Kent engines, Shaw 
took the decision to move the programme into Formula 3, and 
that year’s scholarship winner Memo Gidley competed in the 
non-championship F3 International Trophy. 
It sparked the beginning of scholarship winners experiencing 
slicks and wings, as between 1996 and 1998 drivers raced in the 
EFDA Nations Cup, which used Formula Opel/Vauxhall machinery. 
For 1999, the move into the Formula Palmer Audi Winter Series 
offered them the chance of competing ina series ofracesandwith >> 


nd Tony Ave, both of whom 
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arealistic prospect of claiming an outright title — which future 
GT driver Paul Edwards achieved. 

Phil Giebler repeated the feat the following season, but by 2001 
the scholarship had moved away from Europe and found anew 
home in the New Zealand Formula Ford Championship. 

“Trealised that Formula Palmer Audi was kind of too much car 
for alot of the kids that were coming out of F1600 or the school 
series at Skip Barber in those days, so I thought let’s go back to 
our roots,” says Shaw. 

The series also proved to be cost-effective — which was, and 
remains, an important element of the scholarship because Shaw 
relies on the support and generosity of the motorsport community 
to fund the programme each year. Primary backers include AERO 
Sustainable Paint Technology, Cooper Tires, the Road Racing 
Drivers Club and Doug Mockett & Company. 

Future IndyCar drivers AJ Allmendinger, Charlie Kimball and 
JR Hildebrand came through the scholarship during its tenure in 
New Zealand, before there were two more years back with Formula 


Palmer Audi for its Autumn Trophy, which double IMSA SportsCar 
champion Dane Cameron won in 2006. 
By 2008 the Team USA Scholarship had returned to its roots at the 

Festival as well as the popular Walter Hayes Trophy, which offered 
two future stars of American open-wheel racing the chance to shine. 

Josef Newgarden took victory at the Festival in the Kent class, 
and was leading at the WHT before sliding off, which allowed 
fellow scholarship recipient Conor Daly to win. 

Newgarden, who has since gone on to win two IndyCar titles with 
Team Penske, believes the scholarship was instrumental in his career. 
“I don’t know how things would have been different if I wasn’t selected 
for the scholarship, but for sure it provided the opportunity to race 
in England and learn about the British Formula Ford Championship, 
andI don’t know if that’s something that I would have been looking 
at before the scholarship,” says the 31-year-old. 

“Thave no idea if I would have made the trek, I would have had to find 
the resources and, without running the races with Team USA, it’s hard 
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to find the contacts to maybe get some help from some of the teams. 
It was certainly impactful, winning the Formula Ford Festival and 
then nearly sweeping the Hayes was helpful in negotiating a great 
deal with an awesome team.” 

Newgarden stayed in the UK the following season withJTR, 
narrowly missing out on the British Formula Ford title to James 
Cole before heading Stateside again. 

His UK racing career was something of the opposite to Esterson’s. 
Esterson had already raced in the 2020 editions of the Festival and 
Walter Hayes — finishing sixth and 14th respectively — and took third 
inlast year’s National Formula Ford Championship. Being part of the 
programme also meant he stayed with the same team, Low Dempsey 
Racing — renamed Ammonite Motorsport earlier this year — which 
has runthe Team USA Scholarship winners since 2008. 

Esterson’s selection for the scholarship was more than 12 months 
inthe making — he made the shortlist for the 2020 shootout but, 
with the COVID-19 pandemic plaguing the globe, no on-track 


...and the two-time IndyCar 
champion is now part of the 
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assessments took place and he missed out on a prized spot. 

“Twas definitely a bit bummed to not get it then andI did OK 
at the Festival that year when I was not part of the scholarship,” 
he says. “Looking back at it now, winningit last year was obviously 
amuch better thing for me.” 

Esterson and Andre Castro — who also impressed at the Festival 
after finishing third — were selected in 2021 following two days of 
on- and off-track assessments at the Polecat Training Academy. 
Newgarden and fellow scholarship beneficiary Daytona 24 Hours 
GTD winner Andy Lally were part of the judging panel. Vasser 
too has contributed to the scholarship since being the inaugural 
member, and many alumni give back to the next generation. 

“Tt’s extremely important to young Americans, and it’s one 
of the highest scholarships you can get when you’re coming up 
because of the recognition,” says Vasser. 

Esterson adds: “It’s definitely a big part of American racing 
in the junior levels. It’s something you want to be a part of.” 

Esterson’s Hayes success matched that of fellow scholarship 
winner Daly, as well as Connor De Phillippi (2009) and Tristan 
Nunez (2012), and for 2022 the GB3 Championship with Douglas 
Motorsport now beckons for the American teenager. 

But, while Esterson and others have garnered the headlines 
for their race-winning performances over the years, Shaw is 
quick to point out that, although good results are a positive, 
it’s not the sole purpose of the programme. 

“One of the goals is to give people an opportunity that they 


TEAM USA SCHOLARSHIP CLUB AUTOSPORT 
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Dane Cameron on his way 
to victory at Brands in 
Formula Palmer Audi, 2006 
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event. He had no money behind him whatsoever.” 

Last year Stephens won the final four races of the Stephane 
Ratel Organisation’s GT 4 America Series and could well race 
full-time this season, making good on the talent that was 
showcased through the scholarship. 

“It’s super satisfying to see kids that otherwise wouldn’t have had 
an opportunity to do anything hopefully make a career for themselves,” 
adds Shaw, who was given the Bob Akin Award last month for his efforts. 

There’s also a strong emphasis around “the whole education 
we're trying to provide”, with the winners given the chance to 
meet a cross-section of the racing industry. 
Given its success and what opportunities it can offer bothon 
and off the track, it’s little surprise that young American racing 
drivers still strive to make it onto the Team USA Scholarship. 
Even for those who have passed through and made it to the 
top of the sport, it’s still held in high regard. 
“I think Jeremy has provided more opportunities than any 
other scholarship that exists for North American open-wheel 
drivers and it’s fantastic, I wish we had more scholarships like it,” 
says Newgarden.“We really need them to provide the opportunities 
for people that don’t have the means or the connections. 
“Tt’s been instrumental not only for me but for many other 
drivers andI think you’re still seeing that today. [just wish there 
were more like Jeremy Shaw, he’s been a huge contributor 
to help young Americans take that next step.” 

While the programme may not last another three decades, 


perhaps wouldn’t otherwise have,” he says. there’s certainly no intention of it 

“Michai Stephens came from absolutely 2: coming to end anytime soon, and 

nothing and when he came over to England Shaw is proud of what it has achieved 

in 2014 [asascholarship winner], he had 1990-1994 FormulaFord Festival andthe drivers it has helped. 

done maybe a dozen races in his career n “You just look down the alumni and 

at that stage in the Skip Barber School 1988 Fainternational trophy there’s not many in there who haven’t 

series. That’s all he’d done, no karting, 1996-1998 EFDANationsCup gone on to do somethingin the sport 

no motorcycles, nothing. 1999-2000 Formula Palmer AudiWinterSeries afterwards which is good,”he says.“I’m 
“And he came over to England and very proud of what they’ve all achieved 

he finished third in the final of the 2001-2005 NewZealand Formula Ford Championship andthe fact that all of them want to help 

Walter Hayes Trophy, which to me 2006-2007 —- Formula Palmer Audi Autumn Trophy the next generation of drivers as well. 

was astonishing, that he came out i “T didn’t even know if it would do one or 

ofnowhere and finished third — there 2008; presen Formula kord Festival Wotter Hayes Mrophy, two years let alone 30-odd, it seems crazy 


were over 100 cars entered in that 


*Mazda Road to Indy Shootout spot 2016-17 


to think we've been doingit this long.” 4 
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VALENTINO 


‘OSSI 


amassed a tota 
250cc and MotoGP in a career spanning 26 seasons. 


Few have had 


EBRATING A 


VALENTINO ROSSI: 
ALL HIS RACES 
Mat Oxley 

RRP £50 


The 2021 MotoGP season 
marked the end of an era as 
Valentino Rossi retired from 
motorcycle racing, having 

of 115 grand prix victories across 125cc, 


the longevity at the top echelons 


of motorsport as Rossi has, and it is arguable that 
no one has stirred the same sort of emotions that 


the Italian has. 


Certainly, without him MotoGP 


would not be the global phenomenon it is today. 


A star of suc 


h stature has unsurprisingly spawned 


numerous books about himself, but none has been 
as comprehensive as Valentino Rossi: All His Races, 


available now from Evro Publishing. 


Ex-motorcyc 
forgotten more 


le racer and journalist Mat Oxley has 
about MotoGP than most of us will 


ever know, and 
since Rossi beg; 


has been a mainstay of the paddock 
an his grand prix career back in 1996 


— writing the first biography of the Italian legend 
in 2002. This made the Isle of Man TT winner and 


author of some 
— including Ste 


of the best reads about two wheels 


saling Speed and Zen and the Art of 


Motorcycle Racing — per 


TORCYCLE LEGEND 


haps the best person to 


write a book as comprehensive as this. 


Oxley began working 
so the fact that it has tal 
to see the light of day is 


on the tome back in 2015, 
<en until 2022 for the book 
testament the longevity 


Across its 336 pages, All His Races charts every 


grand prix Rossi entered 


right back to his 125¢c 


debut in 1996 at the Malaysian Grand Prix, through 


to his first win later that 


It charts his 125cc and 2 


year in the Czech Republic. 
50cc titles, and of course 


his rise to becoming a motorsport legend through 


his seven MotoGP world titles, as well as moves 
from Honda to Yamaha and Ducati. 


Rossi fought a titanic 
battle with Stoner at 
Laguna Seca in 2008 
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ALLPHOTOGRAPHY 
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But this isn’t simply a paint-by-numbers look 
back over Rossi’s career. While the story of each 
of Rossi’s races is charted, plus the narratives that 
permeated those seasons, Oxley has gone right back 
to the start of the Italian’s career in the European 
championships — even touching on his karting 
titles in Italy before following in father Graziano’s 
footsteps and taking up motorcycle racing. 

Oxley has peppered the book with interviews 
with key figures from Rossi’s career, from famed 
manager and mouthpiece Carlo Pernat — who 
signed Rossi’s first contract — to long-time 
crew chief Jeremy Burgess. 

Standout moments and machinery from Rossi’s 
career are also analysed in detail, as is his miserable 
Ducati spell in 2010-2011 and his decline in results 
over the final years of his MotoGP tenure. All His Races 
concludes with a look at Rossi’s legacy and the work 
he has done with his VR46 Academy in nurturing the 
next generation of Italian superstars to take his place. 

Never has there been a rider as visually identifiable 
as Rossi in MotoGP. From his wild hairdos, to his 
elaborate celebrations and helmet designs, he has 
been responsible for countless iconic images. 

And so accompanying Oxley’s superb writing is 
stunning photography from Dutch photojournalist 
Henk Keulemans. The striking cover shot of Rossi 
from Misano 2013 with his Marco Simoncelli ‘Wish 
You Were Here’ Pink Floyd helmet tribute offers a 
taste of the enthralling shots within, including iconic 
images of Rossi versus Sete Gibernau at Jerez in 
2005 and his epic Corkscrew overtake on Casey 
Stoner at Laguna Seca in 2008. 

A fine display piece for a coffee table, All His Races is 
worth its £50 price tag. Not only is it a genuinely lovely 
thing to look at courtesy of Keuleman’s photography, 
Oxley’s in-depth look back over Rossi’s career makes 
it a worthwhile investment for your time. 


YouTube 


aM McLaren’s 2022 Formula 1 contender, the MCL36, was 

aed launched last week featuring an eye-catching livery and 
aerodynamic changes to conform to the new regulations. 
But there remained an air of managing expectations from 
drivers Lando Norris and Daniel Ricciardo and the technical 
team. Autosport journalists Alex Kalinauckas and Luke 
Smith discuss what to expect from McLaren this season. 


NASCAR Cup Series 
Round 1/36 
Daytona, USA 

20 February 

{i Live Premier 
Sports 1, Sun 1930 


Round 1/33 
Daytona, USA 
19 February 


Round 1/23 
Daytona, USA 

19 February 

wa Premier 
Sports 2, Sat 0000 


WHAT’S ON 


Round 2/2 
Abu Dhabi, UAE 
19-20 February 

oe on 
Motorsport.tv, Sat 0515, 
Sat 1000, Sun 1200 


Round 5/5 
Abu Dhabi, UAE 
19-20 February 

wy on 
Motorsport.tv, Sat 0940, 
Sat 1625, Sun 1050 
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Round 5/5 
Abu Dhabi, UAE 
19-20 February 


Round 1/5 

Neom, Saudi Arabia 
19-20 February 

EE Live ITV, Sun 
1200, stream on BBC 
iPlayer and website, 
Eurosport Player 
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RECRUITMENT 
DRIVEN BY 
PASSION 


Find your dream job 


Here at Autosport we've been helping people find great jobs in motorsport for over 
60 years. Today we're launching a new global motorsport jobs site, where you can: 


Find the latest jobs in motorsport 
Apply for a job with just one click 
Upload your CV and let recruiters find you 


Set up job alerts - don’t miss out on your dream move 


motorsport 


motorsportjobs.com Hntorspaéfibe 


-A Motorsport 
Network Company 
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NaHENn a CAREER-CHANGING MOVE GOES BEGGING 
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FINISHING STRAIGHT 


STEPHANE SARRAZIN 


ust 0.4kW is all that officially 
keeps Stephane Sarrazin out 
J of the Formula E race winners 

list. The versatile Frenchman 

crossed the line first in the 
2015 London E-Prix, but coppeda 49-second 
penalty for energy overuse. Yet, had his mid- 
season move to Techeetah in 2017 been made 
permanent, he believes his winless record 
could have been righted. 

Sarrazin had been part of Formula E’s 
original cast with Venturi in 2014. He starred 
for the team in 2015-16, scoring points in 
every race and takinga first ‘proper’ podium 
at Long Beach, but the following season was 
astruggle as Venturi’s form dipped. When 
Techeetah — whose racing director Leo 
Thomas had worked with Sarrazin on the 


“WE HAD A VERY STRONG 
PACE, IT WAS | THINK 
THE BEST CAR. IT WAS 

A VERY EXCITING TIME” 


Peugeot 908 LMP1 project — came calling 
about a replacement for IndyCar-bound 
Esteban Gutierrez, Sarrazin swapped camps. 
Scoring no points on his team debut in 
Berlin was a disappointment, but the 
following two weekends in New York and 
Montreal yielded a brace of thirds, each time 
backing up team leader Jean-Eric Vergne. 
“We hada very strong pace, it Ithink 
the best car at this time,” says Sarrazin, who 
today runs arally team. “It was a good chance 


anda very exciting time.” 
But it wasn’t enough to stay on for 2017-18, 
when Vergne claimed the drivers’ title and 
Techeetah missed out on the teams’crown 
by just two points, rookie Andre Lotterer 
contributing just two podiums. Asked if 
he thinks he could have got a winon the 
board, Sarrazin is unequivocal. “Ithink 
so,”he says. “I was thinking that I was 
at my place andit was great to stay on 
this team. Unfortunately it didn’t happen. 
We were two French drivers and it was 
better to have drivers from two different 
countries. It was like that.” 

Since his last races in an uncompetitive 
Andretti package in 2018, Sarrazin has 
remained involved in Formula E as atest driver 


az 
Celebrating third place 


for Nissan e.dams. But the 46-year-old 
isn’t bitter about his record. 

“Honestly, no,”he says.“Formula E is 
an incredible level of drivers, so know 
Thad the level to fight on the front. And 
it’s enough —I’mhappy that I can fight in 
rally in the front, in Formula E the same 
LMP1, each category or each car I drive 
JAMES NEWBOLD 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE 
Second-place qualifier Ludovico 
Scarfiotti (#6 Ferrari 312) erupts 
off the line at the start of the 1966 
Italian Grand Prix at Monza, his 
vapourising Firestones almost 


obscuring the sister car of polesitter 
Mike Parkes, who is followed by Jim 
Clark (#22 Lotus-BRM 43), Lorenzo 
Bandini (#2 Ferrari 312) and John 
Surtees (Cooper-Maserati T81). This 
was the second of only two grands 


prix entered by Scarfiotti in 1966, 
and he didn’t let this opportunity 
pass him by - having been shuffled 
down to seventh on the opening lap, 
he fought back to take the victory, 
setting fastest lap in the process. 


IDUKE ; 
For classic Formula 1 DVDs 
head to dukevideo.com/f1 


FINISHING STRAIGHT 


motorsport 


For more great photographs, visit motorsportimages.com 


Craig Breen + 


Subaru Legacy RS 


Synonymous with Colin McRae and 
Richard Burns in the early 1990s, the 
Subaru Legacy RS became something 
of a cult classic in rallying. It also struck 
a chord with a young Craig Breen, who 
is now forging his own story in the 
World Rally Championship. 

Rallying is in the Breen family’s 
blood courtesy of father Ray, an Irish 
national champion, but the Subaru 
Legacy RS holds a special place in 
M-Sport Ford driver Breen Jr’s heart. 

Subaru had dabbled in the WRC 
courtesy of its Group A Leone challenger 
in the 1980s, but it was the Legacy RS, 
which debuted in 1990, that ignited its 
charge to rallying success. Developed by 
Prodrive, the 40obhp Legacy RS endured a 
slow start to life in the WRC, but by the 


McKLEIN 


end of its lifespan in 1993 had become a 
firm favourite that helped launch McRae 
and Burns to WRC stardom. 

In 1992, McRae stormed to second in 
Sweden, before claiming his first win in 
New Zealand the following year. It proved 
to be a dominant force in the British Rally 
Championship too, McRae driving a 
Rothmans-backed Legacy to consecutive 
titles in 1991 and 1992, a precursor to his 
1995 WRC success with Subaru. Likewise, 
Burns in a striking Elonex Legacy took 
the 1993 BRC title, before lifting the 
2001 WRC crown — also with Subaru. 

Breen rekindled his love for the Legacy 
by driving an example, bought by his 
father, at the Wexford Volkswagen Stages 
rally in Ireland last year. “I absolutely fell 
in love with it,” Breen says. “That car is 
from the era I grew up in the early 1990s. 
I was watching them at rallies in Ireland 
and on the world stage, and when Colin 
McRae was driving the Rothmans one 
in the British Championship that always 
left a bit of a mark on me. Having driven 
it myself, I really like to drive it. 

“Those are my very early memories 
of the sport, seeing Richard Burns in 
the Elonex car, and then Alister McRae 
running around in them. I was very 
young, but it is probably my favourite car.” 


IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE 


- 
Can Hamilton 
strike back? 


WE LOOK AT MERCEDES’ 
ANSWER TO F1’S NEW RULES 
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SONAX’ 


MADE IN GERMANY 


n May 2021 Anglo American Oil Company become the 
Sole UK distributor for SONAX Car Care products. 


The extensive product line includes Profiline, Xtreme, 
_ Professional and Car Wash ranges, covering every 
possible requirement, from the car enthusiast washing 
their car at home to the professional detailer. 


To discuss how we can help you, or to become a retailer, 
then get in touch now. 


01929 551557 


aaoil.co.uk 


Anglo American Oil Company is the exclusive UK importer for SONAX Car Care products. For more information, 
or for trade inquiries, visit aaoil.co.uk or call +44 (0) 1929 551557 


SJ) NATIONAL +44 (0) 1159 123 456 


1 ACADEMY Motorsport.nda.ac.uk 


The World’s Leading Online Industry-Led 
Motorsport Degrees 


Motorsport Engineering Advanced Motorsport Business of Motorsport 
+ Final Year Top-up Engineering PGC, PGD & CPD Options 


The National Motorsport Academy offer the World’s first Online Motorsport Engineering Degrees, allowing you 
to study flexibly, around work and family for a career in Motorsport. 


All degrees are awarded by our academic partner De Montfort University. Join students from Formula 1, WRC & 
WEC with the National Motorsport Academy’s industry-led online motorsport degrees. 


Find out more at motorsport.nda.ac.uk ry Si) (1) (y) (in) 


